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INTRODUCTION* 



The following pages comprehend what 
has been liitherto a great desideratum to the 
younger clergy, namely, a compendium of 
those important duties, both in public and 
private, which the Church of England im- 
poses upon her ministers. Perhaps the 
Author would have done more wisely had 
he consulted with the view to abridge the 
counsel and commentaries of others, but 
as that which he now recommends has been 
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the foundation of his own endeavours to 
fulfil his duty, and as he is assured that this 
duty has been well or ill performed, as he 
approached or receded from the rules now 
laid down, he can conscientiously suggest 
them to the practice of a, brother. 



The advice embodied in the several let- 
ters is given with the remoter view of form- 
ing the character of a " young divine,^' 
whose interests the Author has deeply at 
his heart ; but it may happily prove ser- 
viceable to many others, ^^y a familiar ex- 
position of the doctrine and discipline of the 
Church establishment, he may prevail with 
those now entering upon the arduous duties 
of the clerical appointment, seriously to 
think upon the responsibility they under- 
take,— 'to learn at once to do their duty, and 
to strive to do it wellr— at the same time to 
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be on their guard against the modem in- 
novations of soirdisant reformers, who, mis- 
taking the character of their religion, by 
throwing an unnatural gloom over the cheer- 
ful face of Christianity, injure that hallow- 
ed cause which, by the most solemn ob- 
ligations, they are bound to prosper and 
defend. 
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THE. UNDER GRADUATE. 



THE 



CLERICAL PORTRAIT, 



^c. Sfc. 



LETTER I. 



THE UNDER GRADUATE. 



My dear fior, 

When I look back for a moment 
on the chequered life I led at the University, 
mixing, judiciously (as I then thought), the 
utih with the dukcy and rewarding every 
hour s toil with three or four of recreation, 
I confess I have a considerable inclination 
to atone by present watchfulness for past 
neglect. 
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To mispend that time which can never be 
recalled is to "lay:. up in store for ourselves/' 
against the days to come, a^ heavy load of 
bitterness. To contrast what might have 
been done with what Ims been done, the 
duties required with the duties performed, 
and to find that the compliances are lament- 
ably out of proportion to the demands,— 
these are reflections that never fail to bring 
their own punishments with them. 

Thus far, in common with my fellow col- 
legians, I cannot but 4eel that I have much 
to answer for, and my earliest act of repara- 
tion shall be to raise the warning voice for 
you. The errors of a college life are neither 
calculated to profit nor to please ; nor should 
they ever be recorded, save as a timely cau- 
tion to the youthful student. 

There will be a certain portion of time 
which the discipline of your college will 
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claim Bt your hands. But the advantages 
to be derived from the pubUc lecture must be 
improved by private study ; and by study I 
would be und^stood to speak of hours set 
apart for various readings. By way of illustra* 
tion ;— in the morning, one hour for the clas- 
sics, a second for the math6matics, a third, for 
other college exercises. The same system for 
the evenings with the understanding that 
some portion of every day be devoted to 
serious reading for that profession to which 
you are more immediately destined. Re- 
member, of the remaining hours of the 
twenty-four, how few are required for the 
tecruiting of nature, and how many may 
then be ^iven to recreation — even to inno- 
cent amusement, and cheerful and reputa- 
ble society ; these contributing to make youc 
return to stated duties a pleasure instead 
of a toil. 



There is one great disadvantage under 
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which, in common with your father, you 
will enter upon the studies of a college life. 
I much regret that my circumstances will 
not enable me to give you the benefit of a 
public education. Not originaUy intended 
for the profeission of which I am now a 
member, I had much lost time to recover, 
and sofme new languages to learn, while a 
preparatory student in the family of a clergy* 
man^ who toiled most conscientiously to 
put me on a par with my cotemporaries at 
the University. His kind labours were but 
partially successful. Though, I believe, I 
reiaid to greater advantage with him than 
I have ever done since, 1 painfully felt 
my inferiority to the men from pubUc 
schools. There are many little essentials of 
classical knowledge taught at those public 
seminaries which are not attended to by the 
private tutor. I am aware that this is not 
universally the case ; indeed, I well remem- 
ber one young man at the University who 
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furnished a brilliant exception to this general 
rule* Nor would I by any means be under- 
wood to undervalue the advantages of pri-> 
vate instruction*"it is as valuable an intro- 
duction to thfe sacred duties of the clerical 
ph>fession as is the other to the studies at 
the University. If the head be more the 
province of the public mode of instraction, 
the heart is more the study of that which is 
private. The first aims at the accomplish- 
ments of the scholar, — the second, at the 
moral and religious character of the man. 
The school arms the young adventurer 
with weapons for his liferary warfere— tihe 
home of the clergyman heals the wounds of 
the battle, and sobers the spirit of the con- 
queror for a calmer duty in the paths of 
peace. There are unavoidable mischiefs 
resulting to the individual from the multi- 
tudinous intercourse of the school, which 
are never attendant upon the limited esta* 
blishirient of the country curate. If the 
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one tend more to the developement of talent^ 
the other watches more sedulously over its 
progress towards maturity. Emulation is 
the growth of the first, perseverance is the 
fruit of the second. Thus each has its 
peculiar advantages^ and, united, they fur- 
nish a most valuable testimonial td the 
aspirant after that good reputation which, 
begun at the University, follows the student 
through every path of life. 

You will commence your young career of 
duty with a heart prepared^ I trust, for 
trial, and resolved to overcome. I have 
endeiavoured to make my instructions both 
religious and moral ; to fix, not less the respect- 
ability of the man than the peculiar charac- 
ter of the Christian clergyman ; to prevail 
with you to consider the duties of the minister 
as manifold and serious in their nature, 
his recreations as comparatively few. But 
the society, the new world, which ' opens 
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suddenly on the view of the young aca- 
demic, will, if not judiciously selected, in- 
stead of strengthening the obligations to 
duty, and limiting the range of enjoyment, 
materially tend to narrow the demands of 
the one and give a greater latitude to the 
other. Unhappily, by no means slow to the 
belief of their own imputed consequence, 
and associating with many more than their 
equals in station, young men imbibe ideas 
of importance, not less unsuited to their 
fhture prospects than inconsistent with their 
present situations. Their error consists in 
selecting for their companions the out- 
wardly attractive, rather than the inwardly 
worthy. 



You will enter upon a college life with 
the conviction imprest upon your mind that 
your success in the future depends almost 
wholly on your conduct in the present. 
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As one of the large fttmily pf a cowtTy 
curate, whphw little tq 4epepd upoi*. but 
his daily Ubour for hi^ daily bre*^) (and 
may the Alnjtighty in his meroy gir^nt m^ 
life tp make tho^e . laboqra eflGactual I) you 
will ha%'e little to expect from nje, your 
chief reliance will be, th^refore^ on your-* 
self. The hopes of those pioi^t inters 
ested in your well doing are centred in your 
present good intentions ; they will ^nxipusly 
watch over the developement of those talents 
which, improved by perseverance jyad allied 
to a good disposition of hqj^rt and virtuoufi 
conduct, will be the foundation of ypur 
future fame. You will enjpy a considerable 
advantage over me, inasmuch as X h«V0 
trodden the path before you. I know what I 
way expect from you— and. I will not expect 
too much J I would have you withstand those 
temptations to whichlgave way ; I would have 
you resolute where I , was yielding — ^strong 
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where I was weak. So far from wishing 
you to seclude yourself from the young and 
engaging world that will surround you, I 
say to you, — in the intervals of study, seek 
recreation in society, but be extremely care- 
ful as to the character of those with whom 
you associate. Let the good old proverb 
ever Uve in your remembrance, ^' A man is 
known by the company he keeps ;" believe 
me, it holds good ia every walk of life, but it 
is especially necessary in your choice of society 
at college. Be not over anxious to fix the 
rich and great for your companions, unless 
they be rich and great in moral and religious 
worth. Remember JuvenaFs definition of 
the only true nobility. The virtues of the 
heart and the endowments of the mind will^ 
I trust, prove a far greater attraction to you 
than the tuft on the cap and the lace cm the 
gown. You will doubtless meet with some^ 
even among these more favoured children of 
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fortune, whose society will prove both useful 
and agreeable. 

Disparity of rank at the University is no 
barrier to strong attachments, and the ma- 
turer life of many amongst us has taken its 
colouring from connexions formed at college. 
Should it be your good fortune to make 
such an acquaintance, let no inducement 
lead you idly to resign it. You will have 
resources in each other that will place you 
beyond the reach of temptation from .the 
thoughtless and dissipated of your commu- 
nity. It is only on a prudential principle that 
I charge you not to seek the society of your 
superiors — wait patiently till such seek you. 
If they are not what I briefly describe them, 
avoid them, be their rank and station what 
they may ; their intercourse will necessarily 
lead you into expenses that would involve 
yourself and friends in inextricable difficulties. 
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It must not be concealed from you that your 
means will.be very limited— there will be 
jnany whose pleasure it will be to scoff at 
the scantiness of your establishment. Heed 
it not ; tiim to vour better adviser, he will 
direct your attention to those nexer-failing 
counsellors, who will strengthen your powers 
of resistance, and lift you far above the 
ridicule of the scomer. Your adversary 
will be disarmed ; he will approve in secret 
what he openly condemns, and when the 
days of your university career are closed, 
he will be the first to acknowledge your 
title to those rewards of patient and vir- 
tuous perseverance, of which his own idle- 
ness has made him unmeet to be partaker. 

So much has been so well said and written 
on this highly important subject, and your 
attention has been so- often and seriously 
directed to it, that I shall not add more 
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than to pray fervently that God may disr 
pose your heart to seriousness and guide you 
with his grace. Such will ever be the prayer 
of 

Your affectionate Father^ &c. 



THE CD KATE. 



c 2 



LETTER 11. 



THE C0RATB, 



I WILL now, uiy dear bojr^ supjpose you 
graduated, ordained, and settled, in your 
curacy. You arie no longer the independent, 
irresponsible collegian, with only your own 
time to husband, your own erroi» to answer 
for, your own salvation to secure. You are 
now a dependent responsible clergyman— 
the delegated minister of the church of 
Christ — a chosen vessel to bear the glad 
tidings of redemption to a large community^ 
to prepare their hearts for the reception of 
God's grace, to exert their utmost efforts to 
make them good here, that they may be 
happy to all eternity* You are, be it re- 
peated, dependent^ responsible; for you are 
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dependent, not only on the will, but on the 
wants of a whole parish, — ^you are responsi- 
ble for the present and everlasting well- 
being of many ^ hundreds bf your fellow- 
creatures ; — you have their time to husband 
•^— their errors to* uiswei for—and their souls 
will be solemnly required at your hands. 
Tius is^ iodee^V'i' manbex^rtou^consideFatibn. 
Paa^e^' mpw ; that you haberatdsdne^ the sun^^ 
mit df t y6ur - toils^niw ' that y6ur . foot is 
finttly * planted in! that « '^ttcjrt^ (bhati ds : setiupon 
aUhill/^ Pinise,: for one Sj^rious mbntent — 
hot so - ihuch ^ to look bcLck/uanr llie^ itrouUes 
you'hdive'fonnxkb^ the-dsffiotities you 
have zndLdtered^ as to lock: fbnmidiD the 
'ii^ighl^ labotnf, (die'gr^at work^i that-i^fobe 
46nd»^look ocfwdrd to ikk end of dime, : for 
th^e eternity beginis. . • 

' I^e minister of the. Gospel has many 
difficulties to contend with ere he can con* 
ciliate the esteem and aff^tticm of his* parish- 
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ioners. There are opposing prejudices in 
every community ; there are long cherished 
opinions to be combated; there are objec- 
tions deeply rooted to be removed, ere his 
flock can be of ^^ one heart and one soul/' 
In opposing these objections, in combating 
tliese opinions, in eradicating these pre-* 
jiidices, you will not act, I trust, in the 
flfurit of pros^lytism, but from a principle of 
duty. When zealously defending the inter- 
ests of that venerable establishment of which 
you will be an attached aod faithful mem- 
ber, let there be nothing of bigotry or in- 
, tolerance in .your conduct to a , dissenting 
brother: on the contrary, where his interests 
can be promote, without injury to those of 
whiich you are the delegated guardian, there 
be your hand and heart ever ppen to his 
assistance. . Steadily follow and teach others 
so to follow that which, in your judge- 
ment, appears the leading path to truth; 
but do not raahly and uncharitably conclude 
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that every other must terminate in destruc- 
tion! 



It is the most prominent among the 
many excellencies of our church establish- 
ment that her minister shall not be per- 
mitted to enter upon the very serious and 
responsible ofEce, until his testimonials as 
to ability have been approved-his character 
and conduct diligently scrutmisaed before 
a competent authority ; in short, the wholes 
system of the clerical appointments ap- 
proaches ais : closely as possible to the 
practice of the Apostolic age. The pre- 
vious discipline of education*— the qualifri 
cations insisted on-^the forms of ordin^ation 
observed : all are in conformity wijh the 
customs of .the primitive church. It is also, the 
wise and considerate provision of the Church 
of £ngland .that the means- of groMang witsie 
to= tiieir Nearest interests, the work of their 
ow*i' solvation, be -placed witMn the reach of 
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all her followers. For this purpose, that 
every parish in the kingdom have its peculiar 
place of worship, solemnly dedicated to 
God, and consecrated to purposes of piety 
alone; that every separate Christian com- 
munity be distinguished by its own peculiar 
minirter-**"every flock entrusted to its appoint- 
ed shepherd; the sphere of his exein 
ti<ms being purposely limited, that he may 
mor^ effectually perform the functions of his 
sacred cSffice. On all occasions, his Divine 
Master is to be his model in his endeavours 
to discharge the duties of his high staticm ; 
liiimbly imitating him, he must be no '^ re- 
specter of persons/' and the lesson which he 
teaches witli^a the walls of the Temple- oh 
«ach revolving Sabbath must be confirmed, 
^as occasion may require, by daily admonition 
at the respective dwellings both of rich and 
poor. If they be in sorrow, it is his office 
to-sootiie them,-^if in sickness, he must 
i«5»vfe/to smoolii the .pillow of suifering, 
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if they be in doubt, he mu$t convince i^iett^ 
*ttfi£ j9elf-*desponding9 uphold them,— ^if self? 
confidfitfi ieprpTie them,f--i£ sinners, he 
itiuflt make it hisveapecial labour to - leclaim 
them.- Theii^.complmi^ must nel^er meet 
faift ear indispoded . to listen : to [ them^*^their 
tideriof nuseiy must never -niake^itBr^miiir to 
a iKeast t6o caUous^ to appease ! them; It is 
true, tddike: hit adored- Master, he cannot 
makie the blind to aee*^--tlfe deaf to hear; 
tmt ^th[ t3i9.t Master's Gk>spel in his 'ibajid» he 
anay «giVe eyes to ! the : spiritually blind-^e 
jamy giire heiaiing to tkiQ: wilfully deaf. He 
"Will convince his hearecs that Chirist. is still 
Tiith them in pbwbr if not in presence ; that 
^V his arm is not shortened tha4: it can no 
longer save,^/ but that, in fulfihoent of his 
own promise, *^ he; will be with them'^ tothe 
md of time. 

Trust me, my dear boy, these scenes 
^f sorrow will tend much to win your own 
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thoughts from wdrldly contemplation^ and^x 
them bil the highjer duties wbkck you stand 
pledjged to fiilfil. WheaiycMi behold one 
^htf bame fdrth fromihe haadft of the same 
Gdd,-^bpi^ to' the same bopes,— nclestined to 
rUa the" sam^ i^ce of eairth With you, cut 
t>lF iiilthe metidiab of hik day, and ter 
called to the Gt>d ^ho gaire him being, yon 
Canilot but be «ron to ' profitable meditation 
on the unceits^n temre 60yourjdtm> existence. 
In i^me instances yotf \riU ]seer this dssolu- 
;t3on jtreceded by . a loiig interx?al of sick*- 
nesb-^a^ merciful interval. for ^paratioo; 
on othears, a/y^T, a mionth, a day, the 
biielfly sillotted space for the retrospect of 
the 'past ; in other instances a^in, one short 
:hdur,^i!DAy ivhisre the prededing moment 
has been health and animation, the next 
will ,bear the summons to eternity. Surely, 
ydu vnW exclaim, stich awakening cautions 
cannot' fail to bring the Ghristiaii's heart to 
the xonvietioax thiEtt " all "below is vanity ,^^ 
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from imaginary enjoyment to reality of sor-* 
row— from the love of a precarious life to 
thoughts upon his unavoidable death ! If 
his own eye behdld these daily spectacles 
of mortality; if his own heart ^/ that 
they are real; if his own dearest friends 
have given up this transient life, and gone to 
their inevitable grave, surely, you may ask 
again, he. miist be awake to the necessity 
for preparation. If these all fail to tvork 
coriviction,^ well may I, the weak instrument 
employed to establish this impbrtant fact, 
though a minister of the Gospel, yet a frail 
and fallible creature, — ^well may I mourn 
over my insufficient counsel^ arid, distrust 
my power to make men ^' wise to their 
salvation ^ But so it is, — ^the. world still lies 
in wickedness, though generations are swept 
away ; this is the argument for exertion, not 
despair. : You have the . authority of the 
Oospel- for the conclusion, that, if " Moses 
and the prophetsi'' be not heard, " one rising 
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from the dead will not persuade'^ men. The 
Gospel then must be guide to you and 
them^ — from its simply eloquent and intelli- 
gible page^ labouring with all the earnest- 
ness and energy that an Omniscient God 
could bestow upon it, you must bend your 
time and talents to the task of winning them 
from the world around them to that which is 
to come. 



Thus, my son, you will readily admit 
that the office to which you are now ap- 
pointed is neither irresponsible nor unim- 
portant. It is not to be denied that yours 
is a post of pre-eminence, but, be assured, 
it is also a post of peril, because of serious 
and weighty obligation. If your reward be 
great for duty well performed, proportionate 
will be your punishment for duty wilfully 
neglected. 

Yours, &c. &c. 



• . ' 



VISITING THE SICK. 



LETTER III. 



VISITING THE SICK. 



My dear 



Of the various duties obligatory 
upon the Parish Priest, that of visiting the 
sick is by far the most serious and important, 
— it is a duty the conscientious fulfilment of 
which demands great strength of resolution, 
and some sacrifices of self-denial. In no 
instance does the wisdom of our religion 
more obviously appear than in the provision 
it has made for the presence and counsel 
of her servants at seasons when their pre- 
sence is the most essential, and their counsel 
most especially needed. When the mind is 
distracted by the cares, the business, or 
pleasures, of the world, the warning voice 

D 
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is heard to little good effect. The occupa- 
tions or amusements of the past, the pro- 
visions for the present, and the future 
prospects of the worldly creature, engage 
his entire thoughts, and the precepts of 
Christianity retain but little hold upon his 
heart. With him the interests of time are 
every thing — the dearer interests of futurity 
are seldom permitted to arrest hiB attention. 
If the public exhortation of the, clergyman 
win him to meditation upon his own uncer- 
tain state— if he be made to understand the 
superior value of the future over the present, 
the substQ^ntial joys of Heaven over the idle 
and transient vanities of earth, — if he be 
even prevailed upon, while under the in- 
fluence of the awakening truths of the 
preacher, seriously to " commune with his 
own heart,'' it is but a temporary impres- 
sion ; — ^he carries not those pious meditations 
to his home and to his chamber ; the counter 
charm of temptation speedily destroys the 
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good effects of the preceding lesson from 

» 

the pulpit, and the foUo^ng day finds the 
w^ak mortal pursuing the same career of 
worldly-^ttiindedness and foUy, in which the 
warning voice stirprised him. 

But with man brought low by sickness — 
with man subdued to reflection under the 
chastening hand of God, the case is widely 
different. If the Christian can at an^ 
season be brought to seriousness, if the 
thought of futurity at any period of his 
earthly pilgrimage can be profitably in- 
dulged,^ — if he is ever'' to be awakened t6 
the strong conviction that time will, sootier 
or kte^, be lost in eternity— ^that thfere^ will 
be a day in which God will judge the S6Crefc* 
of every hearty bare to the sinnfer's view the 
recorded transgressions of bis life, and 
aiY^d the sentence that will determine his 
ffitte through a Ibiig futurity ;— it will be in 

D 3 
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th^e moments, when Death seems about 
to assert his unsparing power ; and de- 
monstrate to the sorrowing creature, by 
an unanswerable practical argument, that, 
if he trust to this world for his happiness, 
he grasps at a fleeting shadow, — if he lean 
on this world for support, he trusts to a 
" broken reed,'' — if he look to this world 
for consolation, he builds his hopei^ " upon 
the sand/ 



>9 



Those cares, and anxieties, and occupa- 
tions, and amusements, which seemed to 
have taken such fast hold upon his mind, 
that no earthly counsellor, no friendly ad- 
monition, (save that which occasionally 
i:eached him during his ceremonial attend- 
ance upon the public worship,) were per- 
mitted to come near him — all, all fade in 
an instant before the appalling march of 
sickness and the possible approach of death. 
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He now, perhaps, for the first moment of 
his life, sees and feels the reality of those 
truths to which he had hitherto indifferently 
or incredulously hstened. He is now made 
to understand that the lesson of man's mor- 
tality is no flight of oratory employed to 
amuse the fancy of the preacher, to win 
upon the ear of his auditor ; but a heart- 
searching substantial truth. The vanities of 
lifcj derobed of their borrowed fascination, 
rise in their naked deformity to his view ; 
and the sufferer, his soul divided betwcOTi 
the clinging love of life and the dread of* 
death,— between contrition for past offences 
andthe fear of coming judgement, inwardly 
resolves, should God be pleased to spare: 
him yet a little while — should he be per- 
mitted once again to mingle in the busy 
scenes of life— that if temptation assail 
him, it shall find him armed with religious 
courage to resist it; that he will "use the 
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world without ttbui^ing it/^ — serve less eagerly 
the pleasures of the world, and more faith- 
fully his God. 

. To a soul thus entering upon the threshold 
of repentaace, you, that souFgi earthly phye^i- 
cian,are summoned to bear the balm of spiri- 
tual consolation. What an.hour of responsibi- 
lity is. here ! This man^s salvation^ under loftier 
merits, may depend on the strei^gth yw imr 
part tOrhis resolution-r— on the encounagemeot 
you give to his penitence. We are all weak 
offending creatures, and when ^ the head is 
pillowed on the bed. of sickness,^ the i beat 
Christian amongst us will have hia misgiving 
at the heart. (. It is welKif theij:6membrance 
of j^ome positive sin, some commandment 
violated^ . pnsy^not on his conscience-*Hit is 
^ell if the; sorrows of the ' soul add notuto 
thfd body^s . affliction.. . .When a life^ .joot 
merely of duty neglected, but of sin per- 
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severed in, is diisturbed by tKe casualties in- 
cident to our mortal frame, and the career 
of wickedness is suddenly checked, sad 
indeed is the retrospect of the sinner I 
atdiil the responsibilities u^on the ministerial 
h^kd f You have ' not to contend only with 
inbred, bat with acquired corruption— not 
only 'with the sin to which hiii hiimah nature 
iisr subject, but with sin made more sinful 
by wilful acts of rebellion. 



^f . f 



' It 'will be your endeavour, by forcible 
argument, by gentle persuasidn, by 4 cleair 
exposition df tiie ihercies of Almiglity Gbd 
fo^'sih repented of, his thr^atenings to im- 
penitent tfansgrfession, to recover the lost 
sheep to his Redeemer's fold ; to meet and 
welcome the prodigal on his return to his 
Father's house ; to re-animate the " dead in 
trespasses and sins ;'' to remind the sufferer 
of the " joy in Heaven'' over the sinner that 
repenteth ; to redouble your efforts as you 
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behold him yielding to your arguments ; to 
visit him again and again until his faith be 
confinned,-.his sorrowing repentance such a« 
will not be repented of,— his acknowledge- 
ment of his sinfulness unfeignedj-^and his 
trust in the mercies of God, through the 
merits of Christ, lowly, in reference to his 
own unworthiness, but confiding with re- 
spect to the all-sufficiency of the sacrifice 
upon the cross. Thus, if the sufferer be 
restored to health, you have for your recom- 
pense the strong hope that his life will be 
reformed; and if his sufferings close in 
death, that you have " turned the heart of 
the disobedient to die wisdom of the just,'' 
and solaced a departing soul on its passage 
through the vale of death to the judgement- 
seat of Christ. 

Your affectionate Father, &c. 



PRIVATE EXHORTATION— THE 
EXAMPLE OF CHRIST. 
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LETTER IV, 



PRIVATE EXHORTATION THE EXAMPLE 

# 

OF CHRIST, 



.'^ 



My DEAR- J— t—^,'' 

. . . Yo^wiUnot imagine that, because 
eur iSaviour made the circumstan^ce ofi his 
preaching the Gospel to^ the poor one^among 
tibe unanswerable evidences that he was the 
promised Messiah, that his Gospel was in^ 
tended for the poor alone, — but that, where^ 
as every religion, which had preceded the 
promulgation of Christianity, had consulted 
whoUyv or chiefly, the interests^ of the nrich 
and great, the Divine Author of the Gmpel 
preached a doctrine which included aUin*^' 
of every degree in its merciful invitation ; 
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but, at the same time, with an evidently 
partial feeling for the greater necessities of 
the poor. His Gospel was therefore especially 
calculated to assuage the sorrows and cheer 
the hearts and hopes of the poor. 

I propose, in this letter, to bring before 
you some of the many evidences to be met 
with in the sacred Gospel in support of 
this position, that it was intended chiefly 
for the poor ; it will then be an easy transi- 
tion, from the practice of the Master, to 
consider that of his servant,~ajid thus 
to furnish you with appropriate matter for 
private exhortation in your visits to the 
poor. 

In reply to the question of St. John^s dis- 
ciples, whether he were the Messiah or not ? 
Christ sent them away with this convincing 
evidence; — he " raised the dead,^' and "he 
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preached the Gospel to the jpoor/' In 
unison with this, we hear, on another oc- 
casion, this friend to the poor proclaim, 
" Come unto riie all ye that labour and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest/' 
" The spirit of the Lord is upon me, be- 
cause he hath anointed me to preach the 
Gospel to the poor/' — ^This day is this Scrip- 
ture fulfilled.— When the young man of great 
possessions anxiously accosted him, " What 
shall I do to obtain eternal life V Christ, in 
reply, demanded, as the test of his obe- 
dience, whether he were willing to sell what- 
soever he had, and give to the poor. What 
was his reproof to the haughty Pharisee? 
he bade him, when he made a dinner, or a 
supper, to call not his friends, nor his breth- 
ren, nor his rich neighbours, lest they also 
bid him again, and a recompense be made 
him, — ^but to call the poor, the maimed, 
aiid the blind, and thus that he should be 



46 CLERICAL PORTRAIT. 

blessed and recompensed at the resurrection 
of.the just. ' ■ r^ ' - ■ ' 

Numberless as were his miracles of mercy, 
the far greater portion of them was performed 
for the express relief of the destitute and poor* 
For these, were his many, many acts of 
charity exercised. Power was held in little 
estimation with this cbhsiderate Teacher when 
it came in competition with poverty,*— and 
wealth, and authority, and lea^ng, preferred 
not such claims to his attention as indigence 
and distress, the companions of a lowlier 
station. When he entered into the dwdliiig 
of the proud and self-important Pharisee, 
the poor creaturewho .washed his feet with 
her .tears, aiid wiped then^ with the hairs of 
her head, won moirer upon the notice of 
the compassionate Jesus than all the s|)len-' 
dour of. preparation before him. What^vear 
might be the importance of ita . object, the 
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prayer of poverty ever arrested his journey, 
and the relief iustantly administered to sup-; 
pliant fiaith sweetened . the toila,,of a.labo-j 
nous and persecuted life* . This was illus-. 
trated in his conduct when on the way. to 
the ruler's house — his purpose was to restore 
the daughter of Jarius, lying in the cold 
grasp of death — to shed new life ^nd ,re- 
joicing over the domestic circle of a- rich and 
powerful ruler,~but this did not so occupy 
hi3 thoughts as to exclude those feelings, 
ever predominant in him, of compassion 
and love for the poor. On the other hand, 
he Jirst extended miraculous assistance tothe 
importunate petition , of the lowly sufierer 
who met him on . his road,^T*-and then raised 
the raler's daughter from the bed of death. 
. I might adduce precept upour precept, and 
example upon example, to prove the- cesser- 
tion with which I commenced this letter, that 
the. Crospel, with alL its various consolationis, 
though deUvered to all of Qvery age, and 
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rank, and clime, were especially intended, 
by the Divine Founder of Christianity, for 
the hithertoHforgotten and despii^ poor. 
But I am anxious to hasten to the practi- 
cal application . 

It will not be so readily granted, nor 
can it be for a moment insisted updi^,Uhat 
the Gospel, its holy hopes, and prortidtfs, 
and precepts, are now so industriously aitd 
effectually inculcated upon the poor as in 
those days of infant Christianity. It w^re 
presumption, indeed, in the servant thus 'to 
measure the merits of his master by hk own 
— but by laying down, for the reguki;tioiv df 
your parochial duties, what I believe tot be 
the present practice of the clergy q£? liie 
Establishment, I will labour to . pt oVe 
that the Christian poor of this country ai^ 
still the care of Jesus* Christy -unduir' 4^ 
responsibility of his delegated miBUOttafl^, 
that the '^ Gospel is still preached'^' ^e^fein 
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—that, under the example of its Author, 
and the instructions of the hallowed page^ 
their efforts are directed to the same end — - 
that the same " means of grace'* are recom-^ 
mended— the same ^' hope of glory" held 
forth to their encouragement. 

You will then be especially careful to im- 
press these truths upon the hearts of your 
poorer brethren. There has been of late a 
disposition, on the part of the poor, to throw, 
discredit upon every thing that bears th^ 
stamp of authority, — to undervalue the in- 
terest felt and acknowledged in their welfare 
by those who are placed over them — to be 
ilow to the belief of their virtues, and quick 
to listen to their imputed errors. It is on 
this account, therefore, that I exhort you 
to convince them, both by precept and 
practice^ that you, to whom their best and 
dearest interests are intrusted, have those 
interests deeply rooted at your heart. You) 
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vrill assure themrihat, irithbut their heartiest 
concurr^ice^ your diity never can be d6ne. 
You will prove to th^m that their s{nritaal 
guide is '.what .he. professes to be^-^with 
this* accompailyiiigrcaution, that the infir^ 
mity common to you .and them/ will ever 
prevent your being what you ought to be. 
Implore tikem to jobi their daily prayers to 
Heaven with.yoiir own^ that God^s grace 
may aid your infirmities and prosper your 
labours/ and maluB you the happy and the 
honoured' instrument, under the merits df 

s 

the Crtoss, • ^of tiieir everlasting salvation. 






The recent ; provisions . of the state will 
have abundantly eoaMinced the poor that 
then? spiritual. weUrbdtng ihais been especially 
attended I to. . Until pf.Jate it had been, their 
serious ajul well-founded complaint, that, 
while the rich and great bad easy a^cesfi to 
the public services of .their God, the poorer 
orders had tot bewail,, not the want of in- 
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clination or opportunity, but the absence of 
all proper acoommodation. Their cry has 
not been raised in vain ; at the express com- 
mand of the highest authority, new churches 
have been erected in various parts of the 
kingdom— Uberal assistance has been un- 
hesitatingly given by those who had no 
interest in the change beyond that of their 
poorer fellow-Christians. The fruits of this 
£»5^tering care are every where visible around 
us, and the poor may read in these newly 
raised hallowed temples of worship the 
brotherly love and considerate efforts of 
others for the comfort of their families and 
themselves. 



Your duty, then, as respects these private 
exercises, lies straight before you. You 
wiil convince the poor under your charge 
4iiat, as in the origin of Christianity, as in 
the» .doctrine and example of Christ, its 
founder,' so in these days of its peaceful es- 

E 2 
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tablishment among us, in the provisions of 
their governors, and in the lowly endeavours 
of the present fallible ministers of the Gos* 
pel, the truths of revelation are faithfully 
expounded to the poor. You will point out 
to them those passages in the Gospel on 
which the foregoing declarations are founded. 
You may then naturally ask them, and 
forcibly make your appeal to them, if their 
Saviour Jesus Christ has in his Gospel miade 
such peculiar provision for their consolation 
on earth and their hopfe of Heaven, what 
must be their returns of gratitude, what 
their firm trust in their Redeemer's merits, 
what their uniform and cheerful obedifence 
to his will and commandments! llitose 
commandments, as more eispecially reispect 
their situation and circumstances, are scat- 
tered over every page of the Gospel. ^<d 
only those serious services which are enjoin^^ 
ed upon them in common with their richet 
brethren ; not only the obligation of public 
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and private pmyer,-of praise and thanks- 
giving,, and lowliest humility, that hand- 
midd of all the Christian virtues ; not only 
the duties of husband, and parent, and 
child — 'duties and obligations binding upon 
man, whatever be the sphere in which he 
moves^-— but those precepts also which more 
immediately affect the temptations to which 
poverty is exposed — the privations and diffi- 
culties with which a lowlier station has fre- 
quently to struggle. Among these you will 
remind them of the exhortations to honesty 
in. their intercourse with the world, because 
the temptation to transgress this command- 
ment is stronger to them than to those in 
easier circumstances ; — to contentment, ** in 
whatever state they may be placed,^' because 
the ccHftdition of the poor especially calls 
foxdi the exercise of this virtue ; — to tem- 
perance, where the inducements to the opr 
poeiter vice are manifold; — to industry, 
wlMre. there prevail so many evil promoters 
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of idleness, the parent of every crime ; — 
to patience, and fortitude, and resigna- 
tion; — to perseverance in well-doing, un- 
der every infliction of adversity; — and to 
a firm reliance upon the assurances of a 
happier reversion, far more than propor- 
tionate to the scantiness of their present ' 
provision. 

. The issues of your labours will be this — 
you will have fixed a strong impression 
on the minds of your hearers that there 
is a promise of future recompense for pre- 
sent privation, — that the Gospel contains 
that promise, — and that it is in this later 
day, faithfully held forth to the poor,— 
that, if there be an unequal distribution of 
ministerial watchfulness by the present 
teachers of Christianity it is partial only to 
the greater necessities of the poor. 

Ever yours, &c. 



PRIVATE COMMUNION. 
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LETTER V. 



PRIVATE COMMUNION* 



My DBAR 



There is a duty most intimately 
coimected with your visits to the poor to 
which I particularly call your attention^ 
Qamely^ the private administration of the 
Holy Communion.* You will unhappily 
find (and I believe it is more or less the 
prevailing error of every parish in the king- 
dom) a reluctance on the part of the poor to 
receive the Sacrament, until their Uves have 



^ On this and some other subjects considered in these 
letters, the Author has purposely limited Us observations^ 
to avoid the repetition of what he has already explained 
in other publicationsr 
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been pronounced in imminent danger, and 
death seems unavoidable. In this last hour 
they hope to make their peace with Heaven, 
and when both mind ftnd body are debilitated 
by sickness, to devote the wreck of the crea- 
ture to hia God. By a miscQustruction of 
the Apostle^s exhortation to the Church at 
Corinth, they conclude that, to fall from 
grace offer ..they shall have received the 
Sacrau^ent, is to subject themselves and their 
famiUes^to ^Miyers diseases and sundry kinds 
of ^deatlu'. Had this been th^ error of the 
poor alone^ you may well express your 
astonishment that the example of . their 
superiors: has not replaimed tiiem, but there 
will be found many among die higher orders 
of society who countenance this popular 
delusion. To remove these objections with- 
out treating the sacred ceremony too lightly, 
all your, discretion will be necessary. 

The language employed in this q)istle is 
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certainly extremely stDong^ but the abuses 
against which it was directed were ' such 
as demanded the severest threatenings of 
pdnisfament. To make that a feiast-^ of 
sensuality, which was ordained the hallow- 
ed memorial of a most tremendous sadri- 
lice, was but to call down upon the h^ad 
of the offender the wrath of an insuked 
God, Against «uch, it is true, "divers 
diseases and »andry kinds of death ^' were 
denounced, and our Church adopts die 
language of St. PauLm cautioning her fol- 
lowers to beware-lest tbey receive the Sacra- 
ment " unworthily,^Merf; they enter unpre- 
pared into the presence of their God ;j and 
while commemorating with their lips the 
sufferings of the cross, and ouWardly ac- 
kriowledging the atoning hafureof the sacri*- 
ficef, are not ifmardfy c6ntrite for thfe siiis of 
thief p^st, nor resolved to forsake sih in the 
time to come. 
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Thus it MfilL be seen that the threat is 
diDected against the abusive reception, and 
is; not to be appUed to those transgressions 
into which we may be surprised after the 
reoeptioD; of the Sacrament. Man is by 
nature prone to sin, but if he do not wil- 
fully trespass on the divine mercy, — if he 
invohintarily fall from the grace bestowed 
upoiit.hiin^ and bring his contrite heart to 
the altw> plead his own unworthiness, and 
p«»y for remi3«c« through the merits «f bi4 
Savk)urs blood, you are instructed to assuie^ 
hmk the threat will not be visited upon him, 
•— *his offering will be once more accepted, 
bisi^in once more forgiven^ 

.Whilethis.is the error of some^ there as' 
&'lesBidmid ckusRs of persons who are in ^the. 
hdindf ^of receiving the Sacrament, as? th^ ' 
attend theirrdhnrch, from custani^ or on ^laki 
prisMnple of setting & good exaatnpje, withour 
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tmy preparation of heart, without one seiidui^ 
reflection oo the vital iiiiportanc^ of lim 
oeremony. It behoves yoro, beyond t^ 
4oubt, to check the confidence of thi^e im^ 
thinkiing formalists^ who press unprepa^ 
into the presence of their God. To these 
may be timely applied, and with the hdjpe 
of good effect, the Apostle's caution to th^ 
sensual Corinthian* Here' the restrainiDg 
liaffid may be safely uplifted— the danger td 
the unworthy partaker be here happily urgeS;^ 
la: most instances of the latter de^eriptkfi^l' 
you will have to deplore ; a lamentable igUd^^ 
r^nce of.the: sacrifice on which the "Bm^- 
ment is founded. If it be imputed td %tM&^ 
that they have drawn too general an in- 
ference from the Apostolic threat^ it ^ 'i^ ihe 
great error of others that tliey fxsgarrd:^aitb 
t0a ^Itghtly^ These deem it jsttfficiait to |nbd 
take iu< obe(iience to the conmstand^df ^heitf4- 
Saviour, without ccmsideri^g that they^n^q 
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be sealing their condemnation by partaking 
unworthily ; for not less fatal to the enlight- 
ened. Christian will, eventually, be the ce* 
lebration of this holy rite without sin re- 
puted of, and chastened resolutions of 
amendment, than were to the newly con- 
verted Greek his sensual excesses. 



In both the cases to which I have allud- 
ed in this letter, and on all occasions, 
whether of conscientious hesit;ation, of fear- 
ful foreboding, or of sinful presumption, 
your duty wiU be (varying with the varia- 
tion of circumstances) to descant upon the 
complicated sins of man, — the justice of 
an offended Ood, not to be appeased by 
any sacrifice but the sufierings and death 
of his beloved Son, — to make known the 
time wrhen, and the solemn manner in which, 
the institution wa^ appointed. And, above 
all^ fail tidt to impress upon the hearts of all 
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the command which followed the first and 
holiest celebration, *' This do in remem- 
brance of me/' 

i 

I Your affectionate Father. 



THE CHURCH SERVICE— THE 

LITURGY, 



LETTER VI. 



THE <;HURCH SRRVICE — THE LITURGY. 



My last letter, my dear boy, embraced a 
sublet of the highrat importance to the 
spirittial prosperity of your parish-— in my 
ofkaaa, the iireightiest among the many 
obligsttons upon the minister of Christ. I 
hflYC pitrposely made the 63ihorta;tion to 
visit the sick precede that upon the pubUc 
services of our Church, because the expe- 
rumoe of twelve years has taught me that 
one hours $eriouji and affectionate admoni- 
Uoa in private^ espmally when sickness has 
brpuglit the Christian to reflectioB, has more 

B. 

eilfoqt than tlie discourses of a twelvemonth, 
how practical and plain soever they may be, 
ddliii^ered from the pulpit. 

F 2 
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You tell me you are not a little nervous 
at the idea of reading and preaching for 
the first time before an assembled parish; 
that you are convinced you have not suffi- 
cient modulation bf voice to give effect to 
the prayers of our admirable liturgy, nor 
sufficient talent so to frame your composi- 
tions as to rouse the consciences and impress 
the hearts of your hearers. Believe me, I 
honour your misgivings, and the diffidence 
of your own powers, which these conscien- 
tious scruples betray, holds out to me the 
best security you can offer for your ultimate 
success. 



The doctrines and discipline of the Church 
of England — the excellencies of her liturgy, 
that beautiful formula of devotion, wanting 
only the impress of divinity to make it a finish- 
ed and a faultless work, the energy and beauty 
of its language — ^the piety of its prayers^— 
and the close conformity of its service with 
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the hallowed page of revelation, have been 
made the theme of learned argument and 
persuasive eloquence, by men, whose argu- 
ments and eloquence would prosper whatever 
cause they might undertake to plead. You 
have not yet to learn the value of a national 
pre-composed liturgy; the obvious advan- 
tages to the whole congregation of prayers 
offered to the throne of grace in language 
understood by all. It would be foreign to 
my present purpose to cite here the numer- 
ous learned concurring authorities in evi- 
dence of ancient usage — of Apostolic prac- 
tice ; to point your atteiition to the labours 
of a later age, the Reformation of the six- 
teenth century, when the services of Christi- 
anity were cleansed from the pollutions of 
Romish superstition, and re-arrayed in that 
simple and beautiful garb which they had 
worn in the days of her infancy, the 
purest age of Christianity. I will, there- 
fore, make some few observations on the 
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peculiar beauties of ouf Church service as 
they are embodied in the Ul3ii^» suck 
as may give you a rawe perfect aoquaisBt'* 
ance with them ; for, be asrsuxed tiiat, un^ 
less you perfectly comprehesid the ineaDing 
of what you read^ you ^^m ©ever give diect 
to the prayers, nor make ihma intelligible to 
your auditors. 

You will naturally ask, where can be the 
energy, the earnestness of devotion, the 
confession of sin, or the petition for pardotti 
when the congregation is ignorant of the 
jM?ayers to be offered*— the nature of the 
sacrifice to be paid ? When, on tke other 
hand, the attention is previously awakened 
to the necessityj the duty of a confession, 
whose every petition is understood by every 
one who utters it, when the understanding 
and heart of the auditor move in unispn 
with the zeal and earnestness of his minis- 
ter, there seems a rational probability that 
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the ends of public pmyer will be answ^ed, 
the life of die individuid reformed^ and the 
eharocter of the nation established. Whether 
it be to exercise our faith, to influence and 
animate our love» to uphold our patience, 
or to revive our hope ; the supplications we 
offer to our God whenever we are assembled 
together to keep his Sabbath, and publicly 
to express our adoration of the mercies of his 
providence, are the fittest, we may presume 
to assert, for sinful man to use ; the worthiest 
sacnfice finite can make to Infinite, the 
creature to his Creator. 



That lowly acknowledgement of self-un- 
wortfainess,-^that deep and unqualified con- 
trition for the sins of the past,-— that con- 
fession of guilt^-^the resolutions of repent- 
ance,-^ Ae devout prayer for mercy,— the 
firm reliance tm the promises revealed by 
tJie world's Redeemer, — and that lively hope 
of tbejra through his merits and for his sake ; 
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^in a word, that solemn general confession 
with which, fearfully and trembUngly, we 
approach the Present God, cannot but be 
as acceptable an offering to the throne of 
mercy as fallen and fallible man can prefer 
to the fountain of all purity, the God of all 
perfection. Here, then, you will contend 
for the superiority of an estabhshed form of 
prayer, for which the whole congregation is 
prepared, — the meaning of which the whole 
congregation may comprehend, — of the ne- 
cessity for which the whole congregation 
must be convinced, — and the objects of 
which the whole congregation cannot but 
foriesee. I dwell upon the advantages of a 
liturgy intelligible to the whole congregation, 
because there is not an individual in any of 
those numerous Christian assembhes which 
mark the revolving Sabbath — ^there is not 
one, be his rank or station what it may-^ 
prince or peasant, — ^man in authority or maii 
dependant,^ — high or low, — ^rich or poor — 
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on whom the obligations of prayer^ and 
praise, and thanksgiving, aiid lowly con- 
fession, and penitence, and humble reliance 
on loftier merits, are not strictly and irrespec-* 
tively imperative. I will not, my dear boy, 
lay before you the several passages of scrip- 
ture on which the foregoing confession i» 
founded. You have not yet to be taught 
that, in every hallowed page of the Gospel, 
acknowledgement of error is the indispensa- 
ble duty of the penitent ere he can pray or 
hope for forgiveness— that the cross of Christ 
is the only meritorious medium through 
which, on his real repentance and amended 
life, that pardon can descend upon him. 



The same spirit of piety and wisdom that 
breathes through this the beginning qf our 
service, is found to animate the whole. The 
collects appropriately annexed to thie chang- 
ing festivals^ and clad in devoutly beautiful 
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and expressive language, command your 
instant adibiration. The judicious selecticMi 
of passages from the Holy Psalmist, em*« 
bodying in their pious aspirations the i»iisand> 
the sorrows of the penitent — the lirely faith 
of the believer-^the consolations of religion 
—and, under a conviction of sincere cc»- 
trition and determined purposes of good, the 
firm hope of happiness to come ; these fur- 
nish the transgressor, the penitent trans^ 
gressor of every age and clime, with a 
ihodiel of humble, yet confiding, devotion, 
meeting all his misgivings and soothing all 
his anxieties at the faedfl>^liMng him abote 
tile horrors of present despair to the certain^ 
ty of future deliverance. 

But, my son, the framers of our liturgy, 
had their holy labours rested h^e, could not 
have preferred that claim to the admiration 
and gratitmle of the Protestant Establisli-' 
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ment which have been so abundantly be- 
stowed upon them. They well knew that 
human compositions^ however excellent ia 
iheix nature and beautifiil in their form, 
would fail to fix the heart, and win the soul 
to hoUer contemplation, unless aided by 
some powerful ally at hand to strengthen 
their operation, and, with the chasteiung 
voice of inspiration, to sanctify their labours^ 
£6r the everiasting good of man. Accord* 
ingly^ that short but most comprehensive 
form of prayer which our Divine Teacher 
mak^ it imperative on all his disciples and 
followers to use, when addressing their peti- 
tions, to their ^' Father which is in Heaven,'^ 
-that short prayer forms a portion of each, 
distinct service of the liturgy, spreading its 
divine influence around, and shedding a holier 
character over the human efforts it accom- 
panics and adorns. Thus, also, the Scrip- 
tures read from both the Testaments — the very 
language and doctrine of Christ himself, — 
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the inspired declarations of his prophets, — 
the acts and exhortations of his Apostles ; — 
the commandments, also, comprising our 
whole duty to God and man, are scattered 
in eloquent profusion over the whole service 
of the Church^ 



But I have wandered widely from the 
original purpose of this letter. Were I 
to enlarge upon all the beauties which 
our unrivalled liturgy unfolds, — all the 
obligations it imposes upon her ministers, 
— all the claims it has upon the attention of 
the congregation, I should fill a volume in- 
stead of a letter; and, after all my endeavours, 
but feebly follow in the steps and re-echo 
tihie opinions of abler theologians. — I will 
not run the risk of injuring a cause which 
I am so anxious to prosper. 

I hope sincerely that my brief allusions 
to the prominent beauties of our Church 
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service will induce you to study them more 
minutely. You, in your short time, have 
witnessed the decline of piety in the land, — 
you have seen the enemies to the cross of Christ 
redouble their, hostilities, — you have also seen 
the lukewarmness of those who " call them- 
selves Christians/' To meet these dangers, 
the services of our Church will arm you with 
powerful weapons. I am firmly persuaded 
that the more our liturgy is studied, the 
more frequently its prayers are preferred to 
the throne of grace — the more probably will 
" all conditions of men'' be won to greater 
reverence for their Bible ; to a deeper adora- 
tion of their Redeemer ; to a more trembling 
eagerness for the work of their salvation; 
and, consequently, to a livelier and better 
founded trust in those merits of the Master, 
on which the final hopes of the servant are 
suspended. In the hour of devotion, when 
they implore of their God an aiding arm to 



78 CLEEICAL PORTRAIT. 

shelter them, and a strengthening spirit to 
support tiiem^ diey will know and fed for 
what important boon they pray—at the 
hands of what Almighty and Omniscient 
Being they ask assistance and relief. 
Believe mc to he 

Your affectionate Father. 



THE CHURCH SERVICE CONTINUED 
—THE DESK AND THE PULPIT. 



I^ETTER VII. 



THE CHURCH SERVICE CONTINUED — THE 
DESK AND THE PULPIT. 



My dear 



In reading the beautiful service 
which formed the subject of the foregoing 
letter, there is one object which you must 
always endeavour to have before you, and 
one error which you must as constantly 
endeavour to avoid. The first, to impress 
your congregation v^rith the feeling of de- 
votion which the liturgy inspires ;— the se- 
cond, to abstain from all appearance of con- 
sciousness of your own impressive delivery, 
that the man may be forgotten in the minis- 
ter. The consequences of your non-obser- 
vance of these cautions will be most serious 

Cr 
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in either case,-— namely, the absence of all 
earnestness in the prayers of the congrega- 
tion, and the probability that those prayers 
will be ineffectual al; the throne of grace. 
Unless the heart oe in the sacrifice, the 
ijQcense is ^n abominatiou to the Lord. In 
giving you this neqessary caution^ I would 
guard you against possible abuses ; the ex- 
ample of your brethren of the present day 
will, I trust, furnish you with but infrequent 
instances of this want of due devotion in 
the one case, and self-sufficiency in thei 
other. 



To be able so to manage and modulate 
the voice that the varying beauties may be 
seen in every varying prayer, is a gift of 
nature^ the enjoyment of which ^ is not th^^ 
fortunate lot of many amongst us; but 
there is api irreverence, the growth of ioat- 
tention in some, and of indiffej^ence in 
others, which is well nigh fatal to the hal*? 
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lowed cause of piety. In avoiding this 
ex^ame, which is seen in dehvering the 
prayers without energy, the lessons without 
emphasis, and both without devotion ; you 
will do well to escape that monotonous de^ 
livery which may be considered the opposite 
extreme, repulsive to the ear of the auditor, 
and palling upon his attention. It is ex- 
tremely difficult to preserve the mind fixed 
upon the sacred service, when under the in- 
fluence of such a reader as this. But, 
mark me, there is an essential difference 
between the two ; the last being a natural 
defect, which may have grown more defec- 
tive by want of cultivation ; whereas the first 
is the offspring of indifference, or some-^ 
thing worse. You, therefore, will make it 
your especial care to avoid each extreme ; 
you are in duty bound to do justice to the 
excellencies of the liturgy, with aA express 
view to the devout deportment of those 

around you. 

G 2 
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Your own good sense will direct you as to 
the quantum of devotion that is to mingle 
with the several parts of the service. The 
petitions, more immediately addressed, by 
the mouth of the officiating minister, to the 
throne of grace, seem to demand a greater 
portion of solemnity and seriousness than 
the lessons from the two Testaments, or the 
commandments addressed to the congrega- 
tion at large. But if less of devotional 
manner be required (and you will bear in 
mind that I speak only comparatively) in 
the setting forth of these lively oracles of 
God, how much of impressiveness must be 
thrown into your voice and manner, when 
delivering precepts that fell from the lips of 
the inspired prophets, the chosen Apostles, 
the Son of God himself i If prayer, duly 
preferred^ will bring down from Heaven 
supply to our want, coilsolation to our suf- 
ferings, and pardon to our sins; the Scrip- 
tares, by teaching us how we ought to 



CLE^RICAL PORTRAIT. 85 

walk and to please God, will make the ex«- 
ercises of prayer easy and effectual, — they 
will instruct us how we may duly prefer it. 
Believe me, much of the benefit to be de- 
rived to the disciples of the Church from 
her public or private services, depends not 
less on the pious discretion, than on the 
zeal and talents of those who are appointed 
to preside over them. 

We come now to that division of our 
Church service, . in the estimation of many 
the most important, — in fact, the least. 
You will understand me to allude to the 
sermon. If we may judge from the con- 
duct of some who seldom enter the church 
till half the prayers are over,* from their 



* ** If you have no confession of sin to make/' said 
a clergyman to one of these tardy attendants, " and no 
absolution of sin to receive, what is your motive in 
coming to church?" 
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careless deportment through the remamii^ 
half^ from their newly awakened attentioa 
to the preacher, and their aaimated and 
critical discussion of his discourse, I shall not 
appear to have fastened an unwarrantable ac- 
cusation upon many of those who frequent 
our churches. But unless it be grantedt that 
the reasonings of fallible man are of more 
value than the word of Infinite wisdom^ the 
human commentary than the divine text,— 
the prayers formed upon that revealed word, 
and embodying its heavenly precepts^ can 
never be deemed of inferior import to the 
exhortettion which follows them* 

As to your pubhc discourses^ I woul4 
say dedbdedly, begin at once to make your 
own. I am aware that I am offering an 
opinion at variance with many whose opi* 
nions carry with them more weight than 
nune. I confess, when first I entered upon 
the duties of my profession, I thought with 
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thiem^ and concluded that I should have a 
ftdrer chanoe of is«<5ceds by preaching better 
sermons than I could compMO. But habvbi 
are inveterate : and when I found it D€9cg»* 
sary to writt^, it tras not without a consider^ 
able effort that i mai^;ered the difficulty. 
Y'Mi will say, perhaps, that semions adopt- 
Mi to a country congregation will not stnt a 
iti^t et^ghtened assembly. Gimiv^d; but 
you Willi (md your styi^ of tothpoMiaB 
impM^ing every year, and tbd Uiteur oof 
edtbpb^ng a «6mi<}n fer ^ weii'^isfiCbnned 
c^Migregati^^ is coffipoi^Mrveiy lig^t to hiom 
who has habituated itm^di to oomiifienik 
upon thfe {^acred text. The dissatisfaction 
you will express on re-perusing some of your 
earlier compositions will best confirm the 
truth I am endeavouring to establish — that 
perseverance in composing will gradually 
improve your style. Your business, how- 
ever, will lie with a country congregation ; 
it is not probable that you will, nor do I 
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think it desirable that you should exchange 
it for another. Your sermons^ therefore^ 
must unquestionably be practical and plain. 
I shall dilate upon the subject-matter of them 
more fully in my next. Your manner, as in 
the prayers, must be devout and impressive 
— the congregation must feel that you mean 
vhat you say, and if you be in earnest you 
will appear so. You will be naturally 
anxious to give effect to your own composi- 
tions, and the conviction on the minds of 
your hearers, that you are at so great pains 
for their spiritual welfare, will be no mean 
auxiliary to your success^ 

Yours* &c. &c 



DOCTRINE. 



LETTER VIIL 



DOCTKIXfi. 



You will remember, my dear » it 

was the prophetic declaration of our blessed 
Lord, that there would be divisions in his 
Church — that " ofiences would come;^^ but 
he, at the same time^ denounced woe against 
those who should cause these divisions. 
From the days of the Apostles to the pre-" 
sent advanced age of Christianity, the 
churoh of Christ has been distracted by 
oppo^ng opinions. ^^ I am of fmx}" and 
•* I of ApoUoS)^* was the various ciy of in- 
tuit se|>aradon ; smd the page iji ecclesiasti- 
cal history, recording the acts of sueceexiUiiig 
generations, is stained with the blood of 
angry and contending factions. The first 
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fruits of the glorious Reformation, the Pro- 
testant Church of England sprang to birth* 
But the labours of its first reformers, Luther 
and Calvin, ^t the same time that they 
purified the religion of Christ from the many 
errors that polluted it, so:wed the seeds of 
future disaffection. The religion of this 
kingdom, as it is now established^ was formed 
upon the doctrines of Luther ; but there: is 
a fruitful family, the descendants of Calvin, 
differing as widely from each other as they 
do all from their venerable parent- The 
clouds of error have thus, fulfilling Christ's 
prediction, perpetually shaded the fair, face 
of truth ; and thus will they continue to 
verify his declaration until the sun of Christi- 
anity, shedding a brighter beam from the 
passing shades that have hitherto obscured 
it, shall pour her cloudless light . over the 
benighted world* 

1 have endeavoured to convince you ^^ in 
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my brief comments upon the liturgy, Aat 
our Church professes to uphold the doctrines 
maintained by the primitive Christians — the 
" trutJi as it is in Jesus/' You have, often 
heard me avow my conscientious belief, that 
the charge brought against the clergy of the 
Establishment is totally without foundation ; 
a charge of so serious a nature, that, if 
borne out, must inevitably bring the most 
imminent danger to the clergyman and ruin 
to the cause. It has been the unqualified 
assertion of some that we do not " preach 
the Gosper^ to our several congregations— 
that we insist upon the efficacy of good 
works without sufficiently inculcating the 
necessity of a saving faith, — that thus we 
undervalue the merits of the atonement, and 
grievously abuse our trust. In examining 
into this charge, with a view to its refuta* 
tion, it will considerably limit the orange of 
pur reflections,, if we consider the doctrines 
of our Church under the two general heads 
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of faith and practice. We have, then, to 
prove that the Gospel is still preached, the 
same in substance as it fell from the hallow- 
ed lips of Jesus, and in consistency with the 
commentaries made upon it by his immediate 
followers. 



What we contend for, as the substance of 
our preaching, is this — faith in Jesus Christ, 
as the meritorious cause of man's salvation, 
and the practice of those duties which he 
requires absolutely of all, without respect 
to the person of any man, who hopes to be 
saved tJirough the merits of his sacrifice. 
It is asserted, then, that the ministers of 
the Church of England, insisting upon this 
union of faith and obedience in their hearers, 
do preach the Gospel; that, were they to 
inculcate upon the Christian c^sciple tiie 
necessity of either as wholly independent of 
the other, they would fwt preach the Gospel ; 
for this obvious and intelligible reason, that 
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the Gospel requires of all its disciplea « pw- 
Cession of belief in its contents, made m^aor 
feat to the world by the practice of those 
good works, which are there said tx> be its 
fruits. First, we must endeavour to as* 
certain in what this faith of the Christian 
consists ; and, secondly, in what manner he 
IS to make known to the world the faith 
which he thus professes. Let the volume of 
inspiration and the revealed word of God be 
our guide and authority. 

In the beginning God created man, formed 
him out of the dust of the earth, and breathed 
into him the breath of life. Man was for* 
nished with all things that could contribute 
to the happiness of an earthly being, the 
enjoyment of which would be forfeited only 
on the transgression of a divine command* 
One single prohibition wa^ enjoined him ; 
this was to be the test of his obedience ; on 
the observance or non-observance of this 
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ccmimand, depended the continuance or the 
close of the joys of Paradise. The evil 
hour of temptation came, and man fell from 
his original innocence. Assuming the form 
of the wily serpent, the wicked spirit pre- 
vailed with his victim to eat tlie forbidden 
fruit, — to disobey the mandate of his Maker, 
and to bring down from. Heaven the anger 
and the curse of an offended God. Hence 
the origin of sin ; in this, the fall of Adam 
from his original innocence, all his descend- 
ants are involved. The curse of death de- 
nounced against him is in force against 
all who have since been bom into the 
world. 

But in the very hour of man's transgres- 
liion, Gt)d, remembering mercy even in. his 
wrath, gave the promise of restoration to 
life and happiness. A future Saviour was 
tiien promised, who should effect man's re- 
demption from sin and death, destroy the 
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works . of the devil, and by his voluntary 
sufierings, by the shedding of his precious 
blood, propitiate, the mercy of insulted 
Heaven. A peculiar people, the children 
of. Israel, were destined to preserve and 
keep alive these glorious promises of a Re- 
deemer. To him succeeding prophets point- 
ed—in him all . their predictions centred. 
In the fulness . of time, God sent his beloved 
Son from Heaven ; gave him to be born into 
this. lower world ; perniitted him to be per- 
secuted, scourged, and bufFetted ; to endure 
every species of ignominy and insult ; and to 
close a suffering life upon a torturing cross, — 
a, punishment the most cruel and disgraceful 
that could be inflicted. All this wais permitted 
for purposes of mercy to fallen and mise- 
rable man ; — ;the Son of God underwent this 
humiliation for the redemption of a sinful 
world. The promise made to Adam was 
in that hour fulfilled, — " the seed of the 
woman bruised the serpent's head,'' and 

H 
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man tras made capable of attaining to hap- 
piness, which, without this sinless^ sacrifice, 
had been beyond his rekch. 

But, happily, the history of our Saviour's 
earthly care^ ends 6ot with his dreadfol cm- 
cifixion. The gfave had but a limited power 
over h^ prisoner^ and the third day beheld 
him restored to life,— ^the dawning day of 
never^-ending glory to the Redeemer, no , 
longer persecuted, but triumphant ;— -not the 
infant in the toanger,— the wanderer in the 
wildeniessy-^the sufferer on the cross^ but 
the Lord of Glory— the everlasting King,'^— 
boon to be restored to the right hand of 
his heavenly Father, there to mediate be* 

ft 

tweeh mail and his Maker, and to complete 
the merciful 'woHc of his salvation^ But, 
before he ascended ihto Heaven, he cotn- 
^missioned his faithful followers to " jwreach 
the Gospe V or' the revelatifon of God's will 
which he had miade to man, '* to every 
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creature '' under Heaven ; to lay before them 
the conditions upon which salvation was 
offered to the world, and without a com- 
pliance with which, they could not hope 
to partake of the fruits of his sacrifice. 

/Hiese conditions amount to what was 
proposed for your consideration in the be- 
ginning of this letter, namely,— faith in the 
divine mission of Jesus Christ ; in his meri- 
torious atonement, his resurrection, and 
ascension ; in all that he has made known 
to the world concerning the nature of the 
Godhead, — the will of God with respect to 
bis accountable creatures, — the blessings 
and the punishments of futurity, — and the 
practice of all those precepts which, during 
the days of his incarnation, he delivered to 
those " who had ears to hear.^' Among 
these were the first preachers of Christianity. 
That, they preached the Gospel to " every 

H 2 
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creature/' to all of every degree as oppor- 
tunity was afforded them, is evident from 
the recorded actions of their lives. That 
they were sincere in their zealous efforts to 
win the world to the faith of Christ cruci- 
fied, and to the practice of what this faith 
implied, is equally evident, from the courage 
with which they encountered tribulation and 
death, calmly submitting to " present suf- 
fering as not worthy to be compared with 
the glory hereafter to be revealed in them.'' 
Thus it will appear, that to " preach the 
Gospel" is to impress upon the Christian 
congregation the necessity of such faith in 
their Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, as we 
have shown to be laid down in his Gospel, 
and of such obedience to his commands, 
such fruits of faith, as will best prove to the 
world the sincerity of their avowed belief. 

It will, therefore, my dear boy, be your 
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duty, as the appointed minister of this 
Gospel, the delegated guardian of your 
Redeemer's word, to press these truths with 
fearless earnestness and zeal upon those 
committed to your trust. If you insist upon 
ti fruitless faith as the only mean whereby 
they can be saved, you will not preach the 
Gospel. So, on the other hand, if you 
maintain that the very best of men, the 
most consistent in their Christian course, 
can, by any fruits of faith, by any works 
of obedience, lay claim to the promised 
salvation without reliance on the all-sufficient 
merits of Christ, after every most arduous 
effort, you will thus undervalue the cross of 
Christ, the sufferings and sacrifice of your 
Redeemer ; you will endanger their hopes 
of mercy as well as your own, and, con- 
sequently, you will not preach the Gospel. 
Be their career of virtue what it may, they 
will be but " unprofitable servants when 
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they shall have done all that is commanded' ' 
th^m. On every returning sabbath^ you 
will faithfully divulge these truths. With 
his Bible in his hands^ it will be within the 
ability of every one who hears you to ex- 
amine into ypur doctrine, by comparing it 
with the sacred text. It will be your busi- 
ness to teach them that they must not per- 
versely dwell on any one difficult, perhaps, 
doubtful, passage of Scripture, bat compare 
precept with precept. Thus, if it be the 
object of your exhortation to prove the ab- 
solute necessity of faith in the divine mis- 
sion and ministry of Christy as the founda- 
tion of the Christian character, your hearers 
must be cautioned not industriously to se&rcfa 
out those passages of holy writ which have 
reference only to the performance of good 
works. So, if you recommend the indis- 
pensable practice of good works, yout fideli*- 
ty must not be called in question, be- 
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caofie in otlier pag^s of the hallowed tiAnrmj 
£aiiii is declareil to be the passport to sal- 
T^iioii. Tetaeh thera, on the contrary, to 
Qcmnedt the precepts thus apparentl3rQpposed, 
^lud they ynll' find t^ doctrines of £iith aod 
pDacjtice harrnQnions throughout. 

Numberless declarations : <vill aneet the 
ey^ in which the conmands to believe and 
Xq act are pl^nly and purpdsely cQinbked^ 
ll)@sa will exhbrt them, in positii^ langua^, 
to " woit out their salvation/' but ta do sp 
" with fear and trembling/' because it is 
^9il that w^rket]^ m ' them both ta will 
a»^ tfr d^ of his good jdeisure; thus, in 
J:lje s§^^ prejjept, i©si|afelishing the freer 
»g?ney gf man and the ftwii^ing iaward 
ielSBe>c§s pf the Holy Sj^rit of jGrod. Th(ese 
witt.»»uw *bem, in the words of Christ, 
iksJ^ not 9l<m0 toxall hkr Jiiord, JtotodiO 

s • 

-9 • 

UirwUl, will Mseeure him: eternal Ii&.; that 
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not the " hearers'^ only, but the " doers^ 
of his word/' shall be accepted with hini ; 
that the exhortation to " repent '' precedes 
the invitation to be " saved f that they 
must bring forth fruits meet for repentance ;: 
that they must be " mierciful/* and '^ pure 
in heart/^ and " peace-makers/^ before they 
can be pronounced " blessed/' arid be call- 
ed the "children of God \' that their " light 
must shine before men/' who will " ' see 
their good works/' and thus "learn to glori- 
fy thiftir Father which is in Heaven/' 

On this foundation you' will earnestly 
implore those " committed to your charge" 
to build their hopes of everlasting life; 
for such I conscientiously believe to be the 
enjoined faith and practice of the'^ Chris- 
tian disciple. He first learns to believe, 
and then proceeds to act consistently with 
that belief. He proves himself a follower 



CLERICAL PORTRAIT. 105 

of Jesus by striving to do what he has 
commanded him to do. The soundness of 
the tree can be only known by the good- 
ness of its fruit — if it bear none, " why cum- 
bereth it the ground T 

Your affectionate 

Friend and Father. 
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LETTER IX. 



MINISTERIAL ZEAL EXEMPLIFIED. 



My dear , 

I WILL endeavour to relieve the 
monotony of these epistolary communica- 
tions, and enforce the duties incumbent 
upon the pastoral office, by an illustration 
from the sacred volume. It will prove an 
attractive "portrait,^^ and the fittest "study^^ 
I can recommend to the contemplation of 
the " young divine/^ On this, as on all 
other occasions, the word of God conveys 
a most instructive practical lesson. Our 
thoughts are carried back to the infant days 
of Christianity, — to that early age in which 
the mysteries of godliness were first reveal- 
ed. We observe the weapons employed by 



y 
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the immediate followers of Christ; the charac- 
ter of those sacred messengers all unfolded 
in those inestimable relics, the Acts of the 
Apostles; and given in that simple, but 
expressive language which ever clothes the 
records of the hallowed Volume. As I pro- 
ceed with the interesting history, I will 
point your serious attention to the several 
practical inferences. 




The angel of the Lord spake unto 
ilip, raying, Arise, and go toward the 
90uth, unto the way that goeth down from 
Jerusalem unto G^za; <and he arose and 
went.'^ I ©efwe we ' inquire into the pur* 
pese of his journey, let us gl^tt the first 
valuiable lesson tauglit to the present minis^ 
ter of God^s word. Without an instaiit « 
hesitation, Philip followed ift the pa*h of 
God's appointment. He might have argued 

» - 

"that the afield for his labours was before 

* < 
him ; cthftt, ' %ey(Hid a detfbt, the fertile 
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provinces of Samaria held foith a rSMt^ 
abandUilt prSttiise of fruit than the dedeirt 
wildemfess of Gaza. But, no ! he eagerly 
ahd instiantly listened to the suggestitStifi of 
fhe messenger of God, and obeyed his 
holier impulse. This is amoAg «he many 
evidences afforded to the teacher and the 
taught, that humility is the path to duty. 



** An Ethiopian of great authority ' had 
*^ come up to Jerusalem to worship,^' - afnd 
as he was rfetuttiiiig, he ^' read the prophet 
lEsaias.^^ Ihe ^ief drcutnstance hew chal- 
lenging your atftention, and which, in the 
exercise of ydur clerical functions, yoUffiay 
profitably press upon your parishioners, is 
the description givlsn of the Ethiopian,' — 
he tras a tnan ^' high ' in authority.'^ You 
have the example of a man in 'an ei^cllted 
station bending his whole mi^ to the study 

df thte sacred'Sdriptdres.:^ 'He^ wto^etUTriiiig 
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from the public worship, and so far from 
. suffering his mind to return immediately to 
worldly thoughts, , his interested attention 
is bestowed upon those lively ^ oracles of .his 
God, for the better, understanding of i^hich 
he had undertaken his pious journey. In 
improving this part of the subject, you wjU 
be . naturally led to , contrast the present 
conduct of the disciples of Christ with the 
deportment. of the pious Ethiopian. How 
few of the favoured of the world, how few 
of the rich and great among the children of 
men, in this later day, , forego the fervour pf 
worldly business. for the calmer worship of 
their God! Well may the Gogpel exclaim, 
" Not many mighty, not many noble a^e 
called y^ its All-wise ; Author well knew that 
the mighty and the. noble would be among 
the last tO; embrace its faith, and ,cherisb its 
high.comm.9'nds. . You will learn, thprefoce, 
why the good example .before us. was made 
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a beacon-light to others ? you will learn to 
adore the provident wisdom and goodness of 
bur Almighty Father. 

The Jewish ritual, burthened as it was 
with ceremonies, was diligently attended to 
by this great good man. Hundreds of miles 
he travelled for its observance ; temporal 
gave way to spiritual interests; and the 
eagerness with which he followed up the 
lesson he had been taught by studious read- 
ing, proved that his heart was in the service. 
Your own observation will teach you the un- 
happy contrast now ! The Christian service 
is unencumbered with a single ceremonial 
burthen ; it is, in the language of St. Paul, 
" a living sacrifice,'' and though a simple 
and an easy service, " holy and acceptable 
unto God.'' Yet how little labour is be- 
stowed upon its duties ! how seldom does 
study improve the lesson that has been 
taught ! and why ? because the heart is not 



»■ 
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in the service. To the Ethiopian the word 
of God was a perpetual counsellor, — to the 
high in authority and station now, it is 
but imperfectly known, if known at all. 
It is listened to from habit, and is as habit- 
ually forgotten. 

It pleased the Almighty, in his considerate 
mercies, that one who thought and acted so 
well should be won to think and act still better. 
The text has furnished us with the com- 
mand given by the angel to PhiUp, and 
here I call yqur attention most seriously to 
the purpose of this summons, from the scene 
of his pious labours, to the wilderness of 
Gaza. 



It would seem from the previous history 
that this zealous disciple of Christ was 
employed in prospering the cause of his 
crucified Master; an employment on the 
issue of which the well being of thousands. 
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perhaps, was suspended. Yet such is 
the care of Heaven for man, its favourite 
work ; so steadily does the eye of God 
pursue the conduct of his creatures, that 
he commissions one of his holy angels to 
call Philip from his important work into 
a distant country, for the express and only 
purpose of conversion to the pious Ethiopian • 
His charge is immediately intrusted to others, 
and a dreary and a desert wilderness is the 
changed scene of his exertions. 

It has been already observed that the 
Ethiopian was occupied, on his return frotm 
Jerusalem, in reading a passage from the 
prophecy of Isaiah ; a fortunate study for the 
fixture prospects of the Ethiopian, for it 
pointed directly to the sufferings and death 
of Christ; and an important assurance to 
all clajsses of mankind, that the "ways of wis-* 
dpm'' are in the search of truth. The Ethior 
fim peiraevered in his inquiries after better 

i2 
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^ knowledge, and he eventually succeeded. 

Oh the suggestion of the Spirit, Philip ran 
TO him, and addressed him, ** Understand- 
est thou what thou readest?'' Mark his 
f^ly. " How can I, except some man 
should guide me V How much of erro- 

* « 

neous interpretation of the word of Godl^ 
how much of unchristian feeling ! how much* 
of misery to the individual, and prejudice 
to the cause had been averted, had this 
same humility on sacred subjects been ever 
the character of the Christian Church! 
And will it not appear to you an obvious 
conclusion that no one should presume, 
unassisted^ (humanly speaking,) to pronounce 
upon the doctrines, much less to fathom the 
myiteries of holy writ? Mystery must 
fbmi some portion of a revelation from God 
td man ; and if, after every laborious endea- 
vour On the part of those who have been 
ntirtured in the study of God's word^' much 
will still remain mysterious to liiem, dbes 



' \ 
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not the argument apply, unanswerably, to 
the ignorant and iminstructed ? Yet are 
there many who will wrest the hallpwed 
page to their own prejudices or evil inclina- 
tions, disdaining the warning voice, to 
which die Spirit of God would suggest a listr 
ening ear! It will be a becoming and a 
boundea duty in you to make known tp 
your charge, that as the Bible must ever he 
their companion, so should the approve^ 
minister of the Church ever be their guidp? 
They have avowed their belief in its tenets 
and you have been declared competent to 
teach them. 



i . • 



The passage on which this good man was 
so intent was that beautiful prophecy which 
fprms an a»ppropriate portion of the mast 
splemn festival of our Church,- — " he w^ 
led as a lamb to the slaughter/' "Philip 
began at the same scripture, and preached 
iu:|ta.hi|ii Jiqsus.'' 
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The Christian will readily image to him- 
self the glowing application made by Philip 
of these strikingly pathetic allusions to the 
passion and the cross of Christ. He will hear 
him enlarging on his Redeemers wbnderful 
condescension in taking upon himself our 
humanity ; on his patience under persecu- 
tion ; on his many miracles to the diseased ; 
on his many mercies to the wretched; on 
his impartial censure of vice, whether clad 
in poverty or purple; on his zeal for his 
friends, and his forgiveness of his foes ; but 
most especially on the unshaken courage 
with which he met the most unparalleled 
tortures. He will hear him, moreover, pro- 
claim, that as God ha;d created, and the 
Son of God redeemed, so would the Spirit 
of God guide man into all truth ; as well in 
the wilderness of Gaza as amid the woriship- 
pers at Jerusalem. Such may the Christian 
disciple conclude was the scriptural exposi- 
tion of Philip, when " preaching Jesus'' 



CLERICAL PORTRAIT. 119 

tx) this devout Ethiopian. The effect was 
immediate and decisive, — " the seed was 
sown on good ground ;''— -he " believed with 
his whole heart/' — he became a disciple of 
the Church of Christ. He was forthwith 
admitted into the communion of Christians ; 
— an active believer, he had searched into 
the treasures of divine wisdom, and, by the 
saving mercy of his God, he had discovered 
them — he was immediately baptized. 

A similar declaration of the " whole 
heart's belief is in this brighter day of 
Christianity required of its disciple before 
he can be admitted into the covenant of 
grace. The conditions which this gracious 
covenant prescribes, must be attested by the 
sponsors of those who are too young to 
answer for themselves. By the most solemn 
obligations, they make themselves responsi- 
ble for the faith and obedience of the infant 
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^iwaple^. Thcif question i$ subetantially .the 
s^iDe .^s in the iqfency- af Christ's religion'— 
" Believest thou with all thine heart V^ It 
must not be made an objection to the sacred 
dhara^ter of the ceremonial, as it ia now 
administered, that the contracting party are 
too often faithless to their trust. They will 
be awfully responsible for the charge they 
l^ave, .peglected, and the non-fulfilment of 
the necessary conditions will assuredly be 
visited upon the heads of the unfaithful. 
Tte ^aicrament of baptism still stands the 
hgitj]iw6d threshold to the Church of Christ : 
qc^^in^ by him, it derives no impurity 
fycHn'die sins of its disciples. There is a 
sister $^crament where those sins, repented 
o^, joay be forgiven, under the. atoning 
merits of that , Redeemer who instituted 
hatjli ;— the Christian may pass through this, 
apd.^^g^in "go on, his way r^oicing/' ^ It 
is,M^?)I if the after conduct of the bapti;iQd 
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respond to the spirit of the Ethiopian'^' 
reply :— -" I beHeve that Jesus^ Christ is the 
Son of God/' 



There is one remarkable feature in this 
fruitful little history which must not escape 
your observation, since it serves to strength- 
en the assertion made in the beginning of 
this letter ; that every individual, whatever 
be his rank or station, if he manifest a 
proper disposition of heart, becomes the 
immediate care of his All-merciful Father, 
When this commissioned servant of God 
had accomplished his important trust, and 
wrought conversion upon the Ethiopian's 
soul, we hear of him no more ; — for this 
sole act of mercy had he been summoned 
from a distant country; and this sole act 
performed, he repaired to other scenes, where 
his presence and his preaching might work 
s6me new deliverance. " The Spirit caught 
him away,'' — the new disciple " went away 
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rejoicing/'— and " Philip was found at Azo- 
tus : and passing through, he preached in 
all the cities, till he came to Cesarea/' 

I have singled out, from numberless equal- 
ly instructive narratives in holy writ, this 
history of the eunuch's conversion, as well 
on account of the particularly useful lecture 
which it reads to the minister and the 
people, as that I might from one instance 
teach you how to apply other historical 
passages of Scripture. 

In pressing upon the consideration of 
your congregation what has been detailed 
to you in this letter, (and you may very 
materially improve the discussion,) I wish 
you first to awaken their attention to the 
e£Bcacy that will ever attach to a close com- 
munion with the Scriptures. In public or 
in private, at church or at home, these 
must be their associates ; their resources in 
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difficulty,^ — ^their comfort in tribulation,-— 
their refoge in distress. No apology will be 
admissible for the neglect of them; the 
opportunity will ever wait upon the wilL 
They may also learn from this bright ex- 
ample that the interests of a happy eternity 
are, under no imaginable circumstances, 
incompatible with the duties and pursuits of 
time. They are not only taught the obliga- 
tions of public devotion, but the equally 
essential duty of after-meditation. They 
must also carry with them into the world 
the precepts delivered in the temple. They 
must muse upon them,— apply them to their 
own hearts, their own peculiar situations, 
thkiT own besetting sins. And when, more- 
over, they leam from your commentary 
upon die subject the diligence and kindness 
with which this "man in authority'^ read' 
to his servants around him the prophetic 
strains of Isaiah, th^y ^will gather , ftom 
hence the necessity and the duty of in- 
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structing thpse who are dependant upon 
them, in the truths of heavenly wisdom. The 
services of femUy worship and family in- 
struction come strongly and amiably re- 
cpnunended from this distant age. 

You will also convince your hearers that 
tj^^y have numberless advantages which the 
i^lthiopian never enjoyed ; that they have not 
only, Moses and the prophets, the com- 
p^ioixs of his solitude, and the guides of 
his condupt, but the preaching and the ex- 
ample of an incarnate God,~the registered 

4. 

acts of his followers — prophets, apostles, 
and martyrs, the good men of the Chris- 
tian, Church in every age. These are *^ a 
burning . and a shining light'' around them. 
Duty, upheld by promises . of present 
p^^ce ap4 futur^ .blessedness, "the life 
that.i|Qw is, and the life that is to come/' 
If they be sinners, there is a cleansing 
fountain to which they may, penitent, re- 
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pair;— if in temptation, if in doiibt, ai^'to 
what path they should follow, they hdve 
God's holy Spirit to strengthen, to assist, 
and to direct them. The journey through 
the wilderness of life has lost more thaii 
half its troubles to them. Clad in the ar- 
mour of Christ, they may hail the passage 
through the vale of death as the necessai^y 

■ ■ 

passport to a happy futurity ; and the awful"* 
voice that bids them burst the sleep of death^, 
and stand before the judgement-seat '6? ^ 
Christ, may, but for their wilful blihdhess,' ' 
be the herald of mercy and thie' meissenger'' 
or peace. 









' I trust, then, you will not imagine, liiy 
soni that, because the age of miraclel is' 
past, and no revelation now visibly vouchsaf- 
ed from Heaven, that the history holds not ^ 
out 3. practicable precept to the ministyr^of" 

'v 

the present day. If God send not hi it riies- • *^ 



u. ' ■ r- '^ '' u.'n^ 
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6enger to announce his will to his servant ; 
if no commissioned angel point out to him 
his dtrty; there is, nevertheless, a resident 
spirit within him influencing him to good» 
and deterring him from evil,-a divine me^ 
aenger immediately coming from the Father 
and the Son, to assist his infirmity, to con^ 
firm his resolution, to approve his virtue. 
It is true, he is free to follow or resist this 
sacred impulse, but the recording angel will 
register in the volume, hereafter to be open- 
ed, his obedient or rebellious conduct. Re- 
member, therefore, my dear boy, whenever 
this inward monitor whispers to you that 
any particular duty should be done, you 
may image to yourself the angel of the 
Lord coming down from Heaven, the bearer 
of the Almighty will. Whatever be your 
employment, whatever your prevailing in- 
chnation, both must yield to the whispered 
mandate of your God. The e:s:ample of 
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Philip will seasonably recur to your recollec-' 
tion, and the wilderness of Gaza be fruits 
fill to your everlasting good. Thus will the 
" Scriptures^' be ever found " profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction.^' 

Your affectionate Father. 



EMPLOYMENT OF TIME. 
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LETTER X. 



EMPLOYMENT OF TIME. 



My dear 



Time is the most valuable talent 
cotnmitted to your trust. To the use or 
abuse of it maj be attributed the good or 
evil of this probationary scenje, and the con- 
sequent happiness or misery of the indivi- 
dual, each to all eternity, in the world to 
coiQie. The prosperity of every situatioii 
in life, the success of every undertaking in 
which man may embark, depend on the 
judicious exercise of this great talent. But 
to the responsible minister of Jesus Christ 
time is indeed an awful trust. On the 

« 

employitient or neglect of Ms lime may foe 

K 2 
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suspended the final safety or destruction o{ 
numbers. A letter, therefore, may be well oc- 
cupied in considering this important subject. 

There is a two-fold division of time, sus- 
ceptible of various sub-divisions, according 
to the variation of circumstances, namely, 
duty and recreation. It may not unfre- 
quently happen that, as, to the well-disposed, 
the indulgence of the one is centred in the 
fiilfilment of the other, so, by the children 
of the world, the obligations of the first are 
forgotten in the abuses of the second. A» 
man, when employed in the business of re- 
ligion, in the services of his particular pro- 
fession or station in life, in making provi- 
sions for his family, may still be said to be 
about his duty; so, when supplying ex- 
hausted nature with food or sleep, when 
indulging in healthful exercise, in useful and 
entertaining reading, or mingling with ^^heer--' 



CLERIC Al/ PORTRAIT* 133 

ful companions^ these may be considered biit 
so many specific terms for their commorf 
genusy recreation* 

The brief rules which I recommended for thtf 
Arrangement of your time at the University j[ 
may be profitably applied to your conduct ^ 
a clergyman* That certain hours must be es^ 
pecially set apart for duty, is a maxim which 
will hold good in every walk of life. The 
advantage to the body^s health of an hour's 
early exercise, to the mind's improvement 
pf an hour's early reading, were among the 
first lessons inculcated upon you. There is 
a duty to be performed at the dawn and the 
decline of day, which, I trust, it is scarcely 
necessary to remind you must never be 
omitted — I mean the duty of family prayer* 
Your assembled family must unite with you 
in the prayer for protection through the 
nighty and in devout acknowledgement pf 
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God^s mercies when that night shall haire 
been spared you* They must also respond 
to your petitions for blessings upon the 
employments of the day, for the aid of the 
Holy Spirit of God. But suppose not that 
this " assembling of yourselves together'- 
11^ to supersede the necessity for private 

• 

prayer. You who have so many and such 
weighty obligations to fulfil, you must es^ 
pecially have recourse to prayer. The more 
serious the duties to be performed, th^ 
greater is the necessity for the divine aid: 
You have to pray that your daily labours 
may be successful ; that, for this important 
purpose, you may be enabled - rightly to 
divine the word of truth,'' lest^ unaided by 
succour from above> you lead those into 
errot whoin you would guide into truth ; 
that 3^u may be endued with patience, and 
wisdom, and courage, to " refute the gain- 
sayer;^ with power to uphold the weak; 
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,with resolution, at all times, to do your 
dut^, lest you, " who preach to others, be 
yourself a cast-away/' 

The ordinary daily duties of your parish 
will occupy much of your time. As 9ome 
of these will carry you from home, at the 
same time that you are occupied in the busi** 
ness of your vocation, you will reap all the 
advantages of exercise. Excepting unusual 
cases of sudden illness, there may be parti^ 
cular times set apart for these walks of duty. 
It will be an object to you to become gradu- 
ally better acquainted with all your parishion- 
ers. In these parochial visits you will have 
the c^portunity of observing upon the non- 
attendance of some at their church on the 
preceduig sabbath — on the habitual abseocQ 
of othi^rs during the celebration of the Holy 
CommumoDu The argumeiiAs with which 1, 
have furnished you in my letter on thi$ lat^;^ 
suli^ect, will assist you ix>: combat jdieiri>b'n 
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jections or to remove their scruples. Others, 
again, will claim your attention who, from 
age or infirmity, have not been able to attend 
their public duties. These also need the 
advantage of your private counsel. Many 
there are who will tell you " they wished to 
see you, but did not like to trouble you f 
such you will convince that it is their duty 
to trouble you— yowr^, to obey their sum- 
mons; but few, however, will be found, 
unless diligently sought out, who will feel 
the inclination for your presence, until sick- 
ness shall have brought them to the bed of 
death. Be attentive, in your parochial visits, 
to observe whether the respective families of 
the poor have their Bible and Prayer Book. 
Your public discourses, even your private 
admonitions, will owe much of their efficacy 
to the zeal with which they compare the 
lesson they have heard from you with the 
precepts of the hallowed page. This not 
mily confirms the exhortation given, but will 
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give them additional confidence in your in- 
stmctions for the fiiture- The establishment 

» 

of District Committees by their venerable 
parent, the Society for promoting Christian 
Knowledge, has enabled the poor to procure 
Bibles and Prayer Books at an easy rate. 
You, my boy, will, I trust, ever manifest 
the sense you entertain of the truly Christian 
spirit which governs these benevolent Insti- 
tutions, by forwarding their charitable views 
with all the activity and zeal in your power. 

To prosper the religious welfare of the rising 
community, the children of the poor, is an- 
other important employment of your time; let: 
a portion of it, therefore, be given to the 
village-school. It were an endless task to 
enumerate the serious mischiefs resulting tc^ 
the individual from the neglect of religious 
cultivation in earlier life. You will readily 
image to yourself many that mark the enor- 
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mity of crime— such as will prevail with 
you to lend a fostering hand to the enrly 
instraction of your own parish poor. The 
national system of education is adopted in 
almost every comer of the kingdom; nor 
have any institutions, branching out of our 
provident establishment, so much tended to 
promote the interests of Christianity in 
general, and to nourish and si^^port the 
pareot church in particular, as this most ex** 
cellent system of explanatory instruction. 
To sow that good seed which is to develope 
itself in the future conduct of the Christian, 
the citizen, and the man ; to encourage the 
growth of that good spirit in the child 
which will fiii his character in maturer 
life, — ^tQ teach him his plain and intelligi- 
ble catechism, -^ to instil into him those 
good principles which will enable him to 
withstand the torrent of licentious opinions 
and iimxioral practices, — ^these are serious- 
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considerations ifor the parish priest, whbse: 
duty will not be done, so long as these aean 
vices remain undone. 



You are, doubtless, anxiously expecting 
to hear what restrictions I shall impose upon 
your freedom with regard to the indulgence 
of society • As one of the branches of jre*- 
creation, I must not omit to lay down some 
rules for its observance, I will at once 
calm your apprehensions by the declaration 
that I not only do not forbid, but I really 
wish you to seek the intercourse of aU your 
parishioners. What is to be the nature of 
that intercourse, as respects the poor, has 
been already discussed. Now as to the 
rich* 



I have met with some few clergymen who 
make it a sacred duty never to join the 
social circle ; who, while they sedulously^ 
seek the acquaintance of the poor, from 
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motives the most unquestionable, decline all 
communion with the rich* Though I assert, 
that among these may . be found the most 
conscientious of our parish priests, the prin- 
cipal features of whose characters would 
most brightly adorn the " clerical portrait'' 
I am sketching, yet I am so far from wish-' 
ing to impute error to those whose conduct 
is the converse of these self-exiled clergy- 
men, that I side, and without a moment'a 
hesitation, with the social division. If it 
be, as undoubtedly it is, a paramount duty 
in the clergyman to make himself acquainted 
with his poor for the Christian purpose of 
knowing and relieving their necessities, of 
studying and amending their characters, of 
correcting their errors, or healing their sor-- 
rows, — surely, the rich have also characters 
to be studied, errors to be corrected, and 
sorrows to be healed. It is not the periodi- 
cal visit of formality that will effect this; it 
must be the fruit of growing intimacy; — 
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not the mere morning interchange of un- 
meaning civihties, but (I speak it without 
the slightest wish to shrink from the respon- 
sibiHty of what I say) the cheerful society 
of the evening. I trust we live not in an 
age, and God forbid that we ever should, 
^hen the enjoyment of society and the 
abuse of order are sjoionymous. If such be 
the growth of social intercourse, the con- 
sequences will, in a great measure, lie at his 
door who had it in his power, by the in- 
fluence of his chastening presence, to still 
the tongue or check the excesses of his com^ 
panions. It cannot be, that to enjoy the 
communion of mind, nay, sometimes to 
descend to that playful conversational inter- 
change of thought, which is the character of 
our society, is to tread upon forbidden 
ground ! Wherefore did our Divine Teacher 
enter the habitations of the Pharisee, sit at 
meat with him, and mingle in the general 
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festivities ? For this apparent reason — becauae 
he knew that social life afforded hko uew 
opportunities of studying and estimating 
mans character. Thus we, bis lowly ser- 
yants, treading in his steps, and imitating 
htm " a« far as in us lies/' may make even 
the recreations of life the medium of impart- 
ing good^ I am even diniposed to -give a 
wider latitude than is generally allowed to 
<nflir Saviour's motives in joisdng the marriage 
festivities of Canaan. Be it admitted .that 
his first and principal ohgect was to con- 
secrate, by his presence, the ceremony of 
omtrtmany; to strei^hen, by the sanction 
of divine authority, the mutual bond,'-^by 
thus stamping upon it the impressions of 
divinity, to make the world more icautious 
of abusing it. But may it not be also in**- 
ferred that he had some remoter purpose in 
his view ; — to make manifest his approbation 
erf the social intercourse of life ; to plothe in 
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A cheerful and attractive garb the religion 
he brought with him from Heaven ; to con- 
vince men that to embrace its belief h not 
necessarily to withdraw from the guiltless 
pleasures of the present ; that Christianity 
might confirm while it chastened the inno- 
cent gratifications of life ? 

• » 

At the same time, be extremely cautiousi 
kst you make that a bmmess which is here 
conceded to you as a recreation. In the 
pursuit of occasional amusement that exr 
ercise which contributes at once to the re- 
laxation of the mind and health of the 
body may be safely recommended ; always 
providing that your pursuits derogate not 
from the responsible character which you 
have to uphold. Of course, there mast 
not be an instant^s hesitation between the 
duty and the recreation, should each at the 
same time court your acceptance. In the 
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choice of the latter, be this brief maxin^ 
ever in your remembrance — that whatsoevert 
is indecorous in the man is disgraceful in the 
clergyman • 

The circumstances under which you will 
be placed, the probability that one or more 
pupils will be intrusted to your care^ make 
it imperative upon you to pursue you classi* 
i^al and mathematical studies. With many 
this renewal of their university labours has 
proved one of their chiefest recreations* 
These hours of reading may be profitably 
and agreeably varied with history, sacred 
and profane, voyages and travels, the bio- 
graphy of eminent characters, and other 
illustrations of men and manners, both iuT 
structive and interesting, with which thi* 
hterary age abounds. The fruits of these, your 
lighter occupations, you may carry with yoft 
to the tables of your friends, and thq obser-» 
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vations you will severally exchange will 
prove a delightful and beneficial amuse- 
ment. 



Reserving some further remarks for my 
next domestic letter, 
^ I remain, 

My dear boy, 

Your affectionate Father. 



HOME. 



L 2 



LETTER XL 



HOME. 



It is a dearly bought truth, my dear boy, 
with which Ufe's experience will furnish you, 
that there are no pleasures so unmixed, no 
enjojnments so pure, as those you will meet 
with at home. You will, perhaps, be in- 
credulous to this assertion; at your age, I 
listened very doubtingly to my monitor, 
when expatiating upon the same useful 
theme. But, believe me, I now most readi- 
ly confirm, as I most strenuously enforce, 
the domestic lesson then imparted to me. 
The current of youthfiil blood flows too 
rapidly, the fever of youthful passion > runs 
too high, for the sober entertainment of this 
interesting truth. It will not come home 
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with all its force to your heart until you 
shall have experienced the insufficiency of 
other enjoyments to your real happiness; the 
instability of other friendships; the insin- 
cerity of other professions. The " gold 
that glitters is not the most precious \' 
homely as this proverb is, it will apply to 
the greater portion of those enjoyments 
which are sought ^rowi home. Pleasure will 
wear a more alluring form, and seeming 
fiiendship hold forth more flattering in- 
ducements^ but the syren smile of the one 
will too often lead to the paths of danger, 
when you will look in vain for tibe helping 
hand^f the other. " Revocare gradum^' is 
the ineffectual wish of numbers who have 
ruined their reputation, and " wasted their 
substance in riotous living,^' when they might 
have partaken, at the same time that they 
contributed to, the guiltless gratifications of 
home. 
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In such a chequered world as this, there 
can be no picture drawn without its darker 
side, but where, to borrow a familiar ex- 
pression, the heart is in its proper place, 
and the eye is not disposed to look at life 
through a distempered medium, you will, I 
firmly believe, meet with less of sorrow 
than of satisfaction. 



If home hold out so many charms to men 
of all conditions and circumstances, these 
charms come doubly recommended to the 
country clergyman. It is very desirable, 
nay, absolutely essential, that his pleasures 
(I use the word clerically) should never lead 
him far or frequently from his parish. 
Hie ^* parson's week,'' as it is deridingly 
termed, is an unsafe latitude wherein to in- 
dulge. The house of merriment to day may 
be the house of mourning to morrow. Joy 
may illumine its chambers when you leave 
it, and heaviness may darken them ere you 
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return. Death may have set his maik upon 
that house ; suffering may have poured forth 
her sorrows unpitied and unsolaced ; doubt 
mayh ave been still wavering to the last ; and 
sin still unrepented. A day or an hour will 
furnish this lesson of mortality— a week is 
often an eventful period indeed! 

But do not mistake me, — I should be truly 
sorry to make the precept unpalatable by 
requiring too much. I do not say, " never 
go from home/' but do so rarely ; and never 
without the conviction that your parish is 
in the custody of some faithful friend. A 
ready interchange of good offices is one of 
the characteristics of the clergy of the es- 
tablishment. Be it your especial care not 
to abase the opportunities of occasional ab- 
sence which this inter-parochial courtesy 

* 

will afford you. 

As home will thus be the centre of ail your 
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movements, whether of business or pleasure, 
whatever contributes to that home's gratifi- 
cation will' necessarily be an object of attain- 
ment. Beyond a question, a wedded life 
lends to our home its chiefest and best 
satisfactions; nothing tends so directly to 
limit the circle of our occupations, our 
amusements, and our cares; nor is there 
any situatioQ of life wherein a woman can 
be placed that gives her more frequent 
opportunities of being useful, and becomingly 
useful, than as the wife of the country- 
clergyman. His parochial duties become 
hghter by her participation in them ; his 
home is enlivened by her, the mistress of 
it, at once the companion and the solace 
of his daily occupations. 

These are consolations in life, my dear 
boy, altogether independent of its pomp 
and dissipation. Without the aid of wealth 
or high station, the happiness of domestic 
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life may be said to be complete. Though 
it were not your lot to be beyond the 
reach of temptation from worldly vanities, 
your mind, from the sober character of 
your pursuits, would be above it. You 
will have less cause for regret, at the close of 
life, that you have been denied its luxuries, 
since you will have had fewer inducements 
to neglect its duties. 

On your own exertions will depend the 
probabilities of your being able to make 
this addition to the happiness of your home 
to which I have now alluded. Believe me, 
I will never oppose your rational wishes in 
this respect. You never will be rich ; but 
do your utmost for yourself, then rely on 
whatever assistance I can give you without 
injury to others, who also look to me for sup- 
port. At the same time, let me caution 
you not to fall into that error so common to 
the young of all professions, namel}'^, to 
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seek and make engagements, of which 
the probable fulfilment is far distant, thus 
involving the object of your attachment as 
well as yourself in numberless difficulties. 
During the first few years of your clerical 
appointment, to learn your duty and to do 
it, will be the great object of all your wishes ; 
you will have much to do to become conver- 
sant in all its branches. When the duties 
of life are punctually performed, it is rare 
indeed that they are unaccompanied by lifers 
consolations. 

Your affectionate Father. 



THE BIBLE AND PRAYER BOOK. 
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LETTER XII. 



THE BIBLE AND PRAYER BOOK. 



My dear 



In a former letter upon the pro- 
per emplojrment of your time, J made a brief 
allusion to those useful institutions branch- 
ing out of the parent society, the District 
Committees for promoting Christian Know- 
ledge among the Poor ; I should neglect an 
important duty did I not say a few words 
on the subject of other societies, the children 
of a different parent. 

When I tell you that it is the object of 
these charitable institutions to circulate 
the Holy Scriptures among the poor at 
home, and to preach " Christ crucified '^ 
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among those who " sit in darkness'^ on other 
shores, you will naturally be surprised that 
two such venerable parents should not go 
hand in hand in promoting their benevolent 
and truly Christian designs. You will natu- 
rally say, — surely, there cannot be a differ- 
ence of opinion as to the propriety, as to 
the obligation, upon every disciple of the 
Church of Christ to disseminate among his 
fellow Christians and his fellow creatures 
those good books which will make them 
" wise to their own salvation !'' That each 
society has this glorious end in view cannot 
be for a moment doubted. As a Christian 
and as a man, you will eagerly join with me 
in the ardent prayer that, under a powerful, 
though imperceptible, guidance, by " a 
mighty hand and a stretched-out arm,'' the 
cheering light of the Scriptures may con- 
tinue to illumine the remotest and darkest 
comers of the earth. It cannot but be a 
grateful reflection to the disciples of Christi- 
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anity, that, as well from the extraordinary 
exertions of individuals as fit)m the purity 
of the common cause, their labours of love 
are reaping an abundant harvest, not only 
at home, in the soil best calculated to re- 
pay their holy toils, but in hitherto barren 
and unprofitable deserts. 

But it is not only as a Christian and as a 
man that you will regard these mighty sister 
Institutions, (for, so far as we have hitherto 
considered them, they may be truly said to 
be united in their objects,) but as a Chris- 
tian clergyman also. And here you have to 
learn, that, whereas it is the object of both 
to spread the saving truths of the Bible over 
the face of the world, the one has an addi- 
tional and most important object in her view, 
namely, to recommend the doctrines of a 
particular creed, the liturgy of a particular 
church, expressly and intentionally circu- 
lated with the Bible, that the world may 
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flee on what good basia her tenets are foundr 
ed9 on wl^tgodd and' uniq[ue8ti<^nable author 
fit^ Her peculiar opihions wr^ formed^. 



' - r 



Herei thmi subsides, that sisterly union 
ivbich b^ thus farpifeva^ed. ; Hence may 
you easily conclude tibat the one- Society 
emanates more immediately from the Esta- 
blished Church9*-**the other, from those who 
are conscientiously opposed to the B^tttblish* 
ment« But do not hastily infer that I there* 
fore, consider the suppQrt pf each a^: incooH 
p^tible witli the' fidelity of th^^ ChurpjbiBaan. 
So lorig as the regulations of ,tl^ J&ible 
Spciety are coooiplied.with^ and the Bihit 
circulated without note or coinmeniy I q&nnot 
conceive that the ii^terests of the Church 
wjil be endangered, or the fidelity of her 
supporters compromised, by the as«s^pe 
they may giye to the. rival Institution, ^iiit, 
be k repeated^ it is tft jou, as the appoint^ 
aervant^of the Qhurchs of Englaf)d» M th0 
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9wom protector df her interests^^ — as bound 
by the most serious obligations tp recom-i 
mend and uphold her principles ;—rit is tor 
you^ as the chosen sh^iherdj the chosen 
minister of. this Church, that I addiess toy 
cautions. The objector will, perhaps, ex*^ 
claim here,-*And can those interests be hurt 
by the more general cimulatioii of the Bible?^ 
I dnsiyiery^-Certainly not ; the interests of ther 
Established Church are so interwoven witti 
those of the Gospel, that they will rise or 
£gdi together. But with this the clei^jrmiui 
must unite an especial vigilance over the 
pii^rtiduilar interests entrusted. to his keepings 
The Apostles, the iiminediate. followers df 
oiii* Lord, did npt ccmtenit I thiemselves willi 
naerely circulating the Gospel of th^ Mas-» 
teif, they made it tJsteir daily duty to ek-f 
plfiiin it-^they laboured to make mahifeat to 
the world thd peculiar principles on which 
the infant Church wais raised. So it 'is 
with us : as fellow Christians, we must do 

M 2 



/ 
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our Utmost to lead our fellow creatures to 
the truth, — but, as the delegated defenders 
of the Church of England, we must explain 
to the world on. what her peculiar worship is 
founded ; and beUeving it to be the rational 
interpretation of the word of God, we must 
leave no opportunity neglected of sending 
conviction to the hearts of others. On this 
account, with the . Bible we . circulate the 
Prayer Book ; in common with the services 
of our dissenting brethren, we put the Bible 
into the hands of the poor, and . exhort and 
encourage him to " search the Scriptures;'' but 
we also place the Prayer Book in his hands 
that he may compare the text with the inter- 
pretation — that he may rightly regulate his 
devotions, and be armed, by competent au- 
thority, with a *' reason of the . hope that is 
in him,'' against the misconstructions of ^ the 
ignorant or the designing, whom he may 
^encounter in. the worlds 
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With this view of the controversy^ (foi 
to such have the var3ang opinions of indivi- 
duals unhappily led,) I am at a lews to ac- 
count, for the motives of those clergymen 
who strenuously uphold the interests of the 
one Society to the total neglect of the other, 
\vhich may justly be called their own. It is 
easy to enter into the feelings that influence 
them to lend a helping and a ehiaritablie 
hand to so Christian a work as that of en- 
lightening the darkened soul under whatever 
clime it may be found ; but it is not so easy 
to account for that lukewarmness in a cause 
to which they are most solemnly pledged ; 
—on the one, their time and toil, their per- 
sonal and active labours, unceasingly ex- 
pended; on the other, scarcely an annual 
acknowledgement of its existence bestowed, 
as if it were alien to their interests, and un- 
connected with their duty ! 

May such a serious charge, my dear boy. 
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never be brdught home ta you. Do good 
•nrherever jou can do good, in , the true 
Samaritan sprit of the Go^ ; but beware, 
lest^ when dealing out Chri3tian charity to a 
fellow crlmture without a bigoted reference 
to his particular opinionsi ypu neglect those 
Christian duties which are binding upon yoa 
by so many sacred ties. The one may be 
done-^the other must not be left undone* 

Your affectionate Father. 



GENERAL OBSERVATIONS 



LETTER XIIL 



GENERAL OBSERVATIONS. 



My dear 



I HAVE hitherto commented upon 
the customary stated duties which the cleri- 
cal appointment imposes upon its minister, 
the same in substance from day to day, 
from 3fear to year ; vaiying not in nature, if 
occasionally in degree. Every day brings 
with it some parochial duty to be perform- 
*d, «ime. portion of priyaie exhortation to 
be given ; every Sabbath the sacred services 
of. the temple ; every month the public 
communion of the Holy Sacrament; every 
tolling bell proclaims the necessity for addi- 
tional watchfulness ; every closing life reads 
us its mournful lesson of man's mortality. 
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But there are some offices in our church 
of less ordinary occurrence. Such is the 
triennial ceremony of Confirmation. Here, 
as a new responmbility opens to your view, 
a new caution seems required. I will sug- 
gest to you such roles of previous discipline 
as may tend very materially to lighten the 
load of obligation which the office of con- 
finnation brings with it. 






Tlie Sacrani«M of BctJXii^ni id inti^du^tory 
to the ceremony of Ckm^firmation. In tite 
firsts : a promise is eJEpf^sbly given by o^ier^ 
in. omr beltttlf ; in the si^cOfld^ we tali^ thid 
promise upon oUi^ves^ rie^ni^l^^ ^iit m^ 
will faithfolly act up; to rijfe provisiotis ^ 
that covenant into which, by baptii^ we4iavB 
been admitted. These providiW ar6 a6 itir 
telligibly set forth in the Catech«ttt »s «o 
render any further explanation pup^rfltici^i 
But, by diligently and strictly ehfo<«ilig 
upon the several spontors for infant baptism 
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the reff i^erlous resprbnabilities they take 
tipon themselves ; by adding to the valuable 
exhortation with which the litulrgy will fur-* 
nish you, some strengthening admonitions 
of youi^ own ; by inducing tilem to consider 
as a duty of weighty obligation what they 
now undertake without any conaderation, 
yoa will do much towards the removal of 
the pi'evaleM abase of the ceremony; and 
there is greater probability that the provi- 
sions of the Christian covenant will be mote 
punctually complied with ; that the works 
of the devil, the sinful lusts of the flesh, 
will be more steadily abjured ; the' Articles 
of the Christian faith be more thoroughly 
understood and embraced ; and God's holy 
will and commandments be more resolutely 
obeyed. You will have less reason to lament 
that light and heartless conduct which tod 
cbmmonly accompanies these most serious 
services ; that ignorance, in some caries, of 
the nature of the baptismal vow, and that 



172 CLERICAL PORTRAIT. 

indifference to it, in others, which is so fre- 
quently betrayed by the young candidate 
for confirmation. 



Your first duty, therefore, will be to pos- 
sess the youthful mind (wherever this h&s 
been wilfiiUy neglected by those who under- 
took the trust) with a due sense of the bless- 
ings conditionally secured to them through 
the Sacrament of Baptism; and of the con-- 
ditions under which those blessings wfere im- 
parted. You will tell them wberefore the 
cross was marked upon their foreheads; 
you will teach them that by baptism they 
are regenerated, or bom again ; that is, 
that they died unto the sin, which, in common 
with all mankind, they inherited from Adam, 
and rose again unto a life of grape, through 
the merits and sufferings of Jesus Christ. 
That their hope of inheriting the " precious 
promises,'' brought by their Redeemer, de- 
pends on the fidelity with which they labour 
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to do his will ; that the will of God is beau- 
tifuUy embodied in the ten commandmaits ; 
— this moral code being yet further illustrated 
by the explanation which our church has 
given of it, showing that these command- 
ments comprise all the duties they owe to 
their God, their neighbour, and themselves ; 
an explanation so happilj modelled on the 
simplicity of the Gospel, that the child may 
readily comprehend, and be as readily in- 
structed to apply it. But that as all (Mir 
works must necessarily be imperfect, as 
man is continually exposed to temptation 
from without and from within, from outward 
enemies and inward corruption, he is, 
therefore, constantly exposed to the danger 
of falling from this state of grace ; that 
there is another sacrament ordained whereby 
his strength may be renewed, his penitence 
accepted, and his sins forgiven. 

Our church, you will further explain, has. 



174 CLERICAL POETBAIT. 

in its wisdom, provided that liiis sec(Hid sar 
crament shall not be received until the 
Christian shall have, in his own person, con- 
firmed the promises made for him by bia 
i^nsors ; that he will then be of an ag€ 
supposed sufficiently mature for the cmnprer 
hension of the awfiil character of the cern^r 
munion ; that he will then partake the repre^ 
senrted body and blood of Christ ; avow his 
feith in the merits of the sacrifice; pray for 
the aid of his Spirit, and resolve to walk in 
the way of God's commandments.* Nor 
can the preparation required. for the due rer 
caption of thi^ hallowed rite be urged in 
more strong and impressive, language than 
in the last response of thfe catechism. 



* All that has been said in the preceding letters oo 
this subject may be also made the theme of instruction 
here. 
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Of tho^e occasioniil weekly duties, which 
the services of the Church require, that of 
consigning to their graves, as they severally 
fall from life, the objects of all your soUci- 
tude ; those whom a lengthened intercourse, 
the peculiarity of situation and circum*- 
stujQces, have especially endeared to you; 
this is, indeed, a melancholy office to the 
village pastor— it is one of those inevitable 
sorrows which saddens our journey through 
the wUdemess of Ufe. There is an irreaistir 
ble solemnity in the funeral servibe,~-it can- 
not fail to reach the heart not only of the 
immediate relative, but of the casual lis^ 
tener. Fail not, then^ to give to this beautiful 
passage all the e^ect which it so richly de^ 
serves; The language employed in it is 
happily intelhgiUe to the common people. 
The aiialogies of natund life-^its birth and 
growth, maturity and decay — and it> re^ 
vival in ' a ne\idy animated fQrm5~-are elo** 
quentlyc brought to bear upon the human 
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body's p rogre s s from being to corraptioD, 
and its firtnie resorrectUm to a new and a 
happier lifi^ 

But jou will be occasionallj called xip0n 
(asd it will be sometimes your doty evern 
where you are not) still further to improve 
the mMal lesson from the pulpit. AfflictionB, 
you will teach your hearers^ are in mercy 
sent to wean them from this life and to fix 
their attention on that better world whither 
their fnends are gone before them. Can 
they, you may ask them, can they con- 
scientiously lay their hands to their hearts 
and say, that they have not, in a great 
measure, deserved the visitation that has 
fidlen upcm ihem — ^that they have not provso- 
ked Grod to anger ? While you, the earthly 
shepherd of their souls, are labouring to 
bring down the divine blessing upon your 
ilock, have they the conviction on their 
minds that their efibrts havcr co-opetated 
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with those of their teacher ? — that your in- 
structions have sunk deep into their hearts ? — 
that they have renounced those pursuits 
which you, on the authority of your divine 
Master, have pronounced dangerous to their 
hopes and destructive to their peace ? — that 
they have resisted a favourite temptation — a 
besetting sin ? — that they have opposed your 
precepts to the crime that courted their 
compHance? — in a word, have they the assu- 
rance at their hearts that, had the summons 
been to them, they were prepared to meet 
it ? If no such conviction abide upon them ; 
if their consciences condemn, and their 
hearts misgive them; if the world ,and its 
folUes be idoUzed, God and his promises 
forgotten, or set at nought ; if they be not, 
in such moments of reflection, by such 
warning chastisement, won to repentance, 
faint are their hopes of restoration to the 
friend they have lost ; in vain will • your 
labours have been expended upon them; 
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their own unworthiness will have rendered 
your fervent prayers of no avail, and they 
will be undone for ever. At the same time, 
let them be assured that the favourite attri- 
bute of the Almighty is mercy — mercy for 
which no one might presume to hope but 
through the powerful merits of a crucified 
Redeemer. Mercy is promised to repent- 
ance. God hears the prayers and sorrows 
of the meek, the contrite, the heart-broken 
penitent. In the hour when most they need 
Almighty aid, in the " hour of death, and 
in the day of judgement,^' God will be with 
tliem. 

Believe me. 

Your very affectionate Father. 



CONCLUDING LETTER. 
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LETTER XIV. 



CONCLUDING LETTER. 



My dear Boy, 

Though I have endeavpured to 
condense as much useful matter as possible 
in the foregoing letters, yet do I find my- 
self compelled to make this my last, while 
much remains unsaid. I undertook to fur- 
nish you with a compendium of duty, and I 
will not abandon my original purpose. I 
have not now, I hope, said more than you 
can remember to your improvement of the 
sacred trust committed to your care. 

I have addressed you, my son, in language 
of serious admonition, as the appointed 
guardian of the interests of the Church of 
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Englund, intimately connected with those of 
Christie^nity , — 'the interests of an unseen world , 
I have laboured to convince you that this ve- 
nerable parent is ever on the watch to do 
good, and especially to her own *' household 
of faith/' Her temple rears its sacred head 
fbr all who are willing to enter it — her school 
of moral, and religious, and useful instruction 
ie opett to all the cbiWten of the poor. Ad- 
mitting that there m6.y be other patiis to hea-^ 
van, undter the merits of the common sacrifice; 
sJieat^adily foUowi* that which she consci- 
entiou^ly e«teem» the proper one* There are' 
mAt^ doctrines taught as those of Christ! 
and Itm Aposlie^; she promulgates what ^her 
hdrteatly believes to be ^^ the truth a^ it is in- 
Jfesus/^ lihtm nn^ many valuable volumeis' 
of'tnorality; her code of morals is gathereti* 
from that book which she knows to be a good' 
one. The Church of England would have' 
aflt her children mse enough to undef Stand* 
thbse duties which terminate in everiastingf 
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happiness; for " Wisdom^s waysare ivays erf 
pd,ta$aiitnes8y and all her. paths are pe^ce;^") 
she would have them all goody because .tbd 
gKHod alQp[xe may entertain a well^gr oovded 
hops of heaven. 






l.aTo this hallowed fountain, whence : so > 
Pkany streams of saving benevolence^ hav^ 
flawed ;—rto this nursing parent of so beauteous, 
a Christian family, I have anxiously direcbsdj 
youjr attention. If, in my ardent desire to^ 
uphold a creed to which I am conscientiously^ 
attached,? — if, in the endeavour to guide yow* 
faith and animate your hopes, I have transn 
gressed liie limits of that " bond of all tirr?. 
tues/' the " excellent gift'' of Christian^ 
oharityt^r-if I have overstepped the bounds x)f 
tjiat , moderation which has won fpf . th©. 
<jJJ?»urp|j of Englan4 the love, aud fidii^lity.pfi 
hpr ; . supporter?, and the admiration ! of l^qp, 
qppocients ;-r-I would, addrea? myssjff^thrjptfghs 
yo^j .to , every militant brother;, and, rt^ri 



gretting'an exercise of ^ zeal not according 
tb 'kticmhdgtj' ^ray in the spirit ' of o^v 
liturgy^ tiia* on «artii, as we hope to> be ' irt 
be»Te«, we may be " one fold' under o«e 
lirfeepherd/' - 



. 1 



If, as a minister of the Gospel, i^s'fefaJl 

be your happiness to impress your parisbion^ 

^:ers*with the conviction that you are,' in'~the 

iM3St acceptation of the word, their friend, 

—that, though you are but the human 

agent, the medium between Christ and his 

•church, between the Redeemer and * his re~ 

.^^eaaled, - that it is your object, your incli- 

tnation— <ibove all, that it is your |)mcftce, 

\(toguide your little flock untotiiosepathd>*hidh 

Dtferminate in the vale of peade, where iii^6ir 

h^^vgood shepberd'^ awaits and will weJcbnie 

.jdieir oowirig — if you prevail with them to 

bbdepT rfl©' path by watchfulness; l^^'zieftl, 

.^bjriflili tjhose anaaiy cares and assiduities which 

♦chjaiaoterise the " true shepherd '*-^f^' 'to 



drop ;the metaphor, your hearers. sfeaU ha^e 
made the precepts of the Gospel, whidbtyou 
have iaeulcated upon them^ th^b^ rule of 
life, and: the example of their Redeemier^ 
which you have enforced, their ; guide ^ *o 
duty, — if you shall have convinced them 
ttmit it is Gpd^s good pleasure to give ? his 
Hing4om to all who obey him perseveringly 
ajid serve hiift faithfully,-^! know no* whose 
^t can be more fruitful of present* peade 
or future hope than yours. 

But, my beloved boy, that grave, to 
>vhich, in the exercise of youraacredndulijis, 
you will have committed so many -of your 
friends, will, sooner or lateor, be your^dreaiy 
hi^e» That moral improvemeid: of /the 
freqijiejit ravages of death, which ysou.wrll 
, have, 30 frequently imjwessediupon ? their 
Iflfiost serious. attention, will th^i be fiimidhdd 
by, your own* The master and his* difeiciples, 
the shepherd ,and his flock, are alike • borne 



1^ CI<EaiCAli. POHTHAIX. 

tQ tlnat, Iwg^ home idieoce no one niay j^t^^m 

Ify after ^ la]^orious life past^.ii;i ^the^ 
service of your fejlow-creatures, m for ; t^^r 
l^pi^e^s in timej their Wiss iq etje^ty^ 
— if, when called upon to," give m.^^f^fH^t^ 
of, your ptawardship ;"' to leave .tbi^, >jtb^ 
i^^ne of your probation, and resign) ifxp>, the 
han^s of your master the cpmmisi^idn enn 
trusted to your fidelity; you ghall <lie ^n. 
pe;^^^ .l;>lei^t in the consolatory hope* thV^ 
Qodi will, be with your charge { -^ify wls^^, 
that wftroing voice, which^ in. 3ewo».w4l 
out of season, has affectionately but fear- 
Ifisfjlj^ ti^Ught them their duty, in . t^i^ , tert^ple 
ap^ . in , the cottage ;~*if the truly p&j^tQff^li 
9e^ with whioh you have coyrectjed^thfiirriftT? 
fiTWti^,r«roehded^theirJii^^, ^di.^d^ft^^ 
tlimr>e*rte.to the providence,. pfi.Chri?tia« 
M^ildom^--rthat active, chwityj^ .^vetrr^i^ijijigl 
thfoMherlees and widow, ^cheering Hhei3fi(|iii. 



si<ikiietss(, and ^^Diisoling them in dfeath,-^ih4,tf 
pure and undefiled religion, which hai led' 
you to combine personal correctness of con- 
duct with" a feeling and benevolent heart tor 
others?— if j when that warning voice shall be 
for eveir silent, that ardent zeal airested^ the 
lijihoMing hand and cheering heart, the one 
peS^erfesf^, the other cold, that personal vir- 
tue* chfeeked iri its good care^ir ;-^if thtis yoti 
shall have lived— I know not whose deAth 
can be more truly the departure^ df*' the' 
Ohristlani more calm and happ^, itaore «cH 
quitted o( the life that now is; * and niore' 
hopefel of the life to come, than yours. *' 

• If j my dearest boy, you would gladden^ a^ 
fathers heart in life, and cherish his memory 
wheri dead j you will endeavour to becbm* thtf 
original of the portrait I have drawn for you.' 
It is a Weak endeavour to do a great good; 
L/fefrvently hope my own practice- will be' 
impn>vdd by the lesson hefe given to youi 
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How cheering then tx) you, to me, to all we 
dearly love, will be the reflection, that a life 
of piety and usefulness, under the only suf- 
ficient merits of Christ, will be rewarded 
with the sentence, " Well done, thou 
GOOD AND faithful Servant, enter thou 

.■ - : 

\ 

into the joy of thy Lord/' 

God bl^as you, my dearest. boy, 8n4 guide 
you tb£ough the nrniy dangers of time to 
the many blessings of eternity ! . 

Your most affectionate Tather. 



the end. 
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ERRATA. 



-p- 22, — 14, for or, f AiJ on* 

' ' ' ^ ail^ ^ iiy fgr appointmefits, ^ead appolnl^eiit ' "^ - ( 

-<- 27, — tll,yords8olutioii, read diflsolu^ion. 

— 99, -^ 5 from bottom, fmr ber, read i^. ' ' 
Vf "^ . .7, /or JAnns, reoit Jaka^ .< 

— 64, — 9, for issues, read issue. 

— 94, — 12, /or hopes, r^od hope. 

— 1S4, — 6 from bottom, for divine, read divide. 
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